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Disciplinary 
knowledge 

Description, narrative, 
chronology, evidence, 
similarity, difference, 
change, continuity, 
significance  

Judgement, evidence, 
chronology, similarity, 
difference, change, 
continuity, description, 
significance 

Interpretations, evidence, 
cause, consequence, 
change, continuity, 
description, significance 

Judgment, continuity, 
change, cause, 
consequence, 
significance, similarity, 
difference, evidence 

Judgment, change, 
continuity, evidence, 
similarity, difference, 
cause, consequence, 
significance  

Judgment, change, 
continuity, evidence, 
similarity, difference, 
cause, consequence, 
significance 

Substantive 
knowledge 

First week lost to inset 
days. 

Ancient World  

• Role of Tutankhamun 
in shaping Egypt   

• Egyptian way of life: 
farming, medicine, 
religion 

• Life in Ancient Greece 

• Greek government, 
religion, and 
entertainment 

• Life in Ancient Rome – 
how people lived. 

• Rise and fall of the 
Roman Empire 

Continued due to lost 
time from bank holidays, 
inset days 

Ancient World  

• Role of 
Tutankhamun in 
shaping Egypt   

• Egyptian way of life: 
farming, medicine, 
religion 

• Life in Ancient 
Greece 

• Greek government, 
religion, and 
entertainment 

• Life in Ancient Rome 
– how people lived. 

Norman Conquest 

• Life in England in 
1066, before the 
Norman invasion  

• Contenders to the 
English throne, 
events and 
consequences of the 
Battle of Stamford 
Bridge and Hastings  

• William’s problems 
and the impact of 
the Normans on 
England 

• Local History – 
Connections with 
the Domesday Book 

King John 

• Who was King John? 

• King John’s 
relationship with the 
church 

• The consequences of 
the Magna Carta  

• Assessing different 
historical 
interpretations of 
King John 

 Medieval Life 

• Life in Medieval 
England 

• Causes and 
symptoms of the 
Black Death 

• Impact of Black 
Death 

• Role of religion 
and the crusade 
movement  

• Creation of 
Parliament  

• Peasants Revolt 
and consequences 
of it 

Tudors 

• Life in Tudor 
towns/villages. 

• War of the Roses 
and Tudor dynasty  

• Henry VIII’s role in 
the reformation  

• Assessment of 
Tudor monarchs as 
rule  

• Role of religion  

• Women in Tudor 
society  

• Tudor towns and 
how Tudors lived  

• Guy Fawkes   

• Black Tudors   

K
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KS3 subject 
intent and 
impact 

The aim of the KS3 History is to enthuse students with a love of learning about the past and a detailed understanding of how the past 
has forged the world around them. Students are immersed into a broad and balanced curriculum, giving them insights into local, 
national and world History, as well as a variety of historical perspectives which will help them to understand the complexities of past 
peoples’ lives. The KS3 curriculum will equip students with the skills they need to be successful at reasoning, analysing and selecting and 
using evidence; skills which students can take forward into KS4 History, use across the curriculum, and in their future careers. By the 
time students leave Astrea they will be confident Historians who have been exposed to a variety of Historical scholarship and Historical 
experiences which will expand students’ understanding of the world and extend their curiosity.  

Assessment 
strategy  

Each lesson begins with a retrieval activity and ends with a consolidation task to ensure knowledge is transferred into student’s long-
term memory. Students will complete PARC tasks to build their proficiency in a particular skill, which will then be assessed. Students also 
complete summative assessments throughout the year, which are a culmination of the KS3 curriculum. 
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• Role of Black Romans 
in the Roman Empire   

• Rise and fall of the 
Roman Empire 

Role of Black Romans in 
the Roman Empire   

 

Case Study on the 
English Reformation 
and Civil War- w.c. 
26th June 

 

SOW: Yet to be 
planned 

 

Justification  National Curriculum link: 
the study of an aspect or 
theme in British history that 
consolidates and extends 
pupils’ chronological 
knowledge from before 
1066. 

Link to intent: variety of 
perspectives studied across 
different historical themes 
(settlement, government, 
religion) which they can 
connect to the present day. 

National Curriculum link: 
the study of an aspect or 
theme in British history 
that consolidates and 
extends pupils’ 
chronological knowledge 
from before 1066. 

Link to intent: variety of 
perspectives studied 
across different historical 
themes (settlement, 
government, religion) 
which they can connect 
to the present day. 

National Curriculum link: 
the development of 
Church, state and society 
in Medieval Britain 1066-
1509  

Link to intent: helps 
students to begin to 
understand the origins of 
Britain the nation. Local 
history gives students an 
understanding of how 
their community has 
developed. 

National Curriculum link: 
the development of 
Church, state and society 
in Medieval Britain 1066-
1509  

Link to intent: helps 
students to begin to 
understand the origins of 
our present government. 

GCSE history 
Elizabethan England: 
life in Tudor times, 
monarchs, importance 
of religion  

Ideas about women – 
suffragettes WW1  

National Curriculum 
link: the development 
of Church, state and 
society in Britain 1509-
1745   

Link to intent: helps 
students to begin to 
understand the origins 
of our present 
government. 

Keystone 
vocabulary 

Democracy, government, 
empire, colony, invasion, 
dictator, monarchy 

Democracy, government, 
empire, colony, invasion, 
dictator, monarchy 

Government, invasion, 
monarchy 

Monarch, dictator, treaty, 
government 

 

Summative assessment 
– cumulative  

PARC – was Henry VIII a 
good or bad king? 

Monarchy, 
government, dictator, 
revolution  

Links to 
prior 
learning 

Most KS2: Egyptian’s, 
Greeks or Romans  

Most KS2: Egyptian’s, 
Greeks or Romans  

Some KS2 include history 
on Anglo-Saxon England  

Link to previous two 
topics – importance of 
religion  

GCSE history 
Elizabethan England: 
life in Tudor times, 
monarchs, importance 
of religion  

Ideas about women – 
suffragettes WW1  

King John – decisions 
made by monarchs, 
comparisons between 
Henry VIII and King 
John as bad/good kings  

Crusades – 
importance and 
impact of religion 

Cross-
curricular 

PE – Ancient sports  PE – Ancient sports  

Geography – Students 
learn about the River Nile 

English – Feudal system  RE - Christianity in the 
modern world- the 
importance of the Pope 

Summative assessment 
– cumulative  

English – Students 
study the theme of 
gender throughout 
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and careers 
links 

Geography – Students learn 
about the River Nile when 
studying Africa in Year.  

Year 8 -climate change and 
focus on Pompeii.  

English –The Odyssey and 
texts linked to Romulus and 
Remus and they also 
consider the stories of 
myths and legends which 
fits with our lessons on 
Hercules   

– The Lord of the Flies in 
Year 9 and will spend some 
time discussing the concept 
of democracy   

Careers – archaeology and 
the methods they use 

when studying Africa in 
Year.  

Year 8 -climate change 
and focus on Pompeii.  

English –The Odyssey and 
texts linked to Romulus 
and Remus and they also 
consider the stories of 
myths and legends which 
fits with our lessons on 
Hercules   

– The Lord of the Flies in 
Year 9 and will spend 
some time discussing the 
concept of democracy   

Careers – archaeology 
and the methods they 
use 

during King John’s reign 
in comparison to now. 
Exploring why people 
make certain choices 
based on their religion.   

PARC – was Henry VIII a 
good or bad king? 

various periods of 
History 

Links to 
future 
study 

GCSE History – Ancient 
medicine and ideas about 
religion  

GCSE History – Ancient 
medicine and ideas about 
religion  

Y9 Russia – ideas about 
social hierarchies  

Ideas about governance 
and revolutions in Y7 
Tudors, Y8 Germany, Y9 
Russia and Genocide 

GCSE MTT – medieval 
life and why religion 
was important  

Parliament – Y8 
WW1/Interwar/WW2. 
Russia Y9. 

Revolutions in Y7 
Tudors, Y8 Germany, Y9 
Russia and Genocide 

GCSE history 
Elizabethan England: 
life in Tudor times, 
monarchs, importance 
of religion  

Ideas about women – 
suffragettes WW1  

Assessment  Baseline assessment  

PARC – How did the Greeks 
change the world  

Baseline assessment  

PARC – How did the 
Greeks change the world  

MAP 

PARC why did William 
win? 

 

Summative assessment 
(cumulative) 

PARC - Was King John a 
bad king? 

PARC - consequences of 
the Black Death  

MAP – cumulative   

Summative assessment 
– cumulative  

PARC – was Henry 
VIII a good or bad 
king? 

Homework  3 X knowledge organizer 
quizzes per half term  

3 X knowledge organizer 
quizzes per half term 

3 X knowledge organizer 
quizzes per half term 

3 X knowledge organizer 
quizzes per half term 

3 X knowledge 
organizer quizzes per 
half term 

3 X knowledge 
organizer quizzes per 
half term 
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Disciplinary  
knowledge 

Change, judgement, 
cause, significance, 
similarity  

Change, judgement, 
cause, significance, 
similarity 

Change, significance, 
cause, similarity, 
difference 

Evidence, 
interpretation, 
significance, 
consequence 

Significance, 
interpretation, cause, 
consequence 

 

Significance, evidence, 
interpretation, cause, 
consequence 

Substantive 
knowledge 

First week lost to inset 
days. 
Tudors (Covid catch up) 

• War of the Roses 
and the 
establishment of the 
Tudor family as the 
reigning monarch 

• Henry VIII’s role in 
the reformation 

• Assessment of 
Tudor monarch’s as 
good or bad rulers 

• Transition of power 
and the role of 
religion 

• Perception of 
women in Tudor 
society and the 
impact this had on 
female monarchs 

• Tudor towns and 
how Tudors lived 

• Guy Fawkes  

• Black Tudors  

Tudors  

• War of the Roses 
and the 
establishment of the 
Tudor family as the 
reigning monarch 

• Henry VIII’s role in 
the reformation 

• Assessment of 
Tudor monarch’s as 
good or bad rulers 

• Transition of power 
and the role of 
religion 

• Perception of 
women in Tudor 
society and the 
impact this had on 
female monarchs 

• Tudor towns and 
how Tudors lived 

• Guy Fawkes  

• Black Tudors 

Industrial Revolution 

• Agricultural 
revolution 

• Population 
explosion  

• Evolution of 
transport evolved 
and the implications 
of this 

• Living conditions in 
industrial towns 

• Factory conditions 
and the impact on 
children 

• Local History – 
Working conditions 
in the mines in 
Goldthorpe and 
surrounding areas 
during the I.R and 
what happened to 
Goldthorpe during 
the miner’s strikes 
of the 1980’s 

Empire and slavery  

• How the British 
Empire was created 

• The actions and 
impact of the East 
India Company 

• Resistant from 
British colonies 

• Slave trade triangle 
and the 
consequences of the 
middle passage 

• The life of a slave on 
the plantations 

• In what ways does 
slavery still exist 
today 

WW1 

• Long and short term 
causes of WW1 

• The trench system 
and conditions on 
the Western Front 

• Key battles in WW1 
such as; Verdun, 
Gallipoli and 
Passchendaele 

• The actions of Haig 
at the Battle of the 
Somme 

• Local History – Pals 
battalions actions in 
WW1 

•  

Inter-war and WW2 

• The impact of the 
Treaty of Versailles 
on Germany 

• How Britain 
attempted to 
rebuild society after 
the Great War 

• Development of the 
League of Nations 

• Impact of the Great 
Depression across 
the world, but 
mainly in Germany 

• Failure of the 
League of Nations 

• Hitler’s rise to 
power in Germany 

• England’s response 
to Hitler’s actions 

• Key battles such as 
Operation 
Barbarossa, Battle of 
Britain, Battle of 
Stalingrad 

• USA’s involvement 
in the war 

• Britain’s intelligence 
division working on 
the Enigma Code 

• Success of the Battle 
of Berlin and the 
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lasting 
consequences of 
this battle 

• Women in WW2 

Justification  National Curriculum link: 
The development of 
Church, state and society 
in Britain 1509-1745  

Link to intent: helps 
students to begin to 
understand the origins of 
our present government. 

National Curriculum link: 
The development of 
Church, state and society 
in Britain 1509-1745  

Link to intent: helps 
students to begin to 
understand the origins of 
our present government. 

National Curriculum link: 
Ideas, political power, 
industry and empire: 
Britain, 1745-1901  

Link to intent: helps 
students to begin to 
understand the 
complexities of past 
peoples lives. Local 
history gives students an 
understanding of how 
the area they live in 
developed. 

National Curriculum link: 
Ideas, political power, 
industry and empire: 
Britain, 1745-1901  

Link to intent: variety of 
perspectives studied 
helps students to begin 
to understand the origins 
complexities of past 
peoples lives. 

National Curriculum link: 
Challenges for Britain, 
Europe and the wider 
world 1901 to the 
present day  

Link to intent: local 
history gives students an 
understanding of how 
their community was 
impacted by the war. The 
impact of world events 
on Britain. 

National Curriculum link: 
Challenges for Britain, 
Europe and the wider 
world 1901 to the 
present day  

Link to intent: The impact 
of world events on 
Britain. Complexities of 
peoples lives. 

Keystone 
vocabulary 

Monarchy, government, 
dictator, revolution 

Monarchy, government, 
dictator, revolution 

Capitalism, class, 
revolution, economic 

Class, colony, empire, 
government, invasion, 
economic 

Monarchy, colony, 
dictator, empire, 
parliament, propaganda, 
treaty, government, 
invasion 

Monarchy, colony, 
dictator, empire, 
parliament, propaganda, 
treaty, government, 
invasion, economic 

Links to 
prior 
learning 

King John – decisions 
made by monarchs, 
comparisons between 
Henry VIII and King John 
as bad/good kings 

Crusades – importance 
and impact of religion 

King John – decisions 
made by monarchs, 
comparisons between 
Henry VIII and King John 
as bad/good kings 

Crusades – importance 
and impact of religion 

Changes in society – 
thinking about how 
people’s lives have 
changed e.g. working in 
the countryside, farming, 
communications. 

 

Industrial Revolution – 
Britain’s role in trading 
around the world, how 
slavery and empire 
fueled the Industrial 
Revolution 

Ancient World – concept 
of slavery - existed within 
the Roman Empire. 
Ancient World – Empire. 

Causes and end results of 
WW1 – how these 
impacts on the 
relationships between 
other countries 

 

Causes of WW2 – linking 
to the end of WW1/inter 
war years. Considering 
the long-term 
consequences of WW1.  
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  the similarities and 
differences between 
Roman Empire and 
British Empire 

Cross-
curricular 
and careers 
links 

English – Students study 
the theme of gender 
throughout various 
periods of History 

English – Students study 
the theme of gender 
throughout various 
periods of History 

Geography – 
Urbanisation in Year 9- 
assess the impact of the 
industrial revolution on 
the lives of people today. 
Students will also 
compare modern day 
slums to those that have 
existed in the past e.g., 
Industrial England 

 

Geography –Population 
topic in Year 7 and the 
effects of colonisation. In 
Year 9 - why some 
countries are still poor 
because of empire and 
colonisation 

English – students will 
have already 
encountered the concept 
of Slavery in Year 7 when 
looking at the text, Jungle 
Book 

English – War Poetry and 
propaganda when 
reading the Hunger 
Games 

Geography – Population 
topic and how war led to 
a baby boom and how it 
caused a decrease in the 
male population. 

Careers – the life of a 
soldier and how it 
contrasts to present day  

Computer Studies – Alan 
Turing and the Enigma 
Code 

Geography – impact of 
war on population figures 
from Y7 Geog. 

 

Links to 
future 
study 

KS4 – Y10 study 
Elizabeth I. 

 

KS4 – Y10 study 
Elizabeth I. 

 

Russia Y9  

Medicine- Y10  

Causes of WW2- 
invasion and 
colonisation 

WW2 – long term 
causes of. 

Weimar and Nazi 
Germany Y11. 

Assessment  Baseline assessment  

MAP – was Henry VIII a 
good or bad king? 

Baseline assessment  

MAP – was Henry VIII a 
good or bad king? 

PARC – why did 
transport improve  

MAP – what was 
Elizabeth’s main 
problem? 

Summative 
assessment 
(cumulative) 

PARC – how accurate 
is source C for an 
enquiry into the 
Middle Passage  

PARC – was Haig the 
butcher of the 
Somme? 

MAP – What was the 
worst battle of WW1? 

Summative 
assessment 
(cumulative) 

PARC – what was the 
main cause of WW2? 

PARC – was the winter 
the main reason that 
Operation Barbarossa 
failed? 

Homework  3 X knowledge 
organizer quizzes 
per half term  

3 X knowledge 
organizer quizzes 
per half term 

3 X knowledge 
organizer quizzes 
per half term 

3 X knowledge 
organizer quizzes 
per half term 

3 X knowledge 
organizer quizzes 
per half term 

3 X knowledge 
organizer quizzes 
per half term 
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Disciplinary 
knowledge 

Significance, evidence, 
interpretation, cause, 
consequence 

Cause, significance, 
difference, evidence 

Cause, significance, 
difference, evidence  

Evidence, 
significance, change, 
consequence 

Change 

Significance 

Consequence 

 

Substantive 
knowledge 

WW2 (covid catch up) 

• Hitler’s rise to 
power in Germany 

• England’s response 
to Hitler’s actions 

• Key battles such as 
Operation 
Barbarossa, Battle of 
Britain, Battle of 
Stalingrad 

• USA’s involvement 
in the war 

• Britain’s intelligence 
division working on 
the Enigma Code 

• Success of the Battle 
of Berlin and the 
lasting 
consequences of 
this battle 

• Women in WW2 

Finish WW2 and begin 
Russia 

• The Romanov family 
dynasty and the 
problems caused in 
Russia through 
WW1 

• Bolshevik Ideologies 
and the causes, 
events, and 
consequences of the 
Russian Revolution 

• Comparison of the 
actions of key 
leaders such as 
Lenin and Stalin and 
Hitler 

• Development of the 
USSR – social and 
economic changes 

• Battle of Stalingrad 
– viewpoint of the 
Russians 

• Impact of the Cold 
War on the 
relationship 
between the USSR 
and the USA 

• Fall of Communism 
across Eastern 
Europe 

Russia continued 

• The Romanov family 
dynasty and the 
problems caused in 
Russia through 
WW1 

• Bolshevik Ideologies 
and the causes, 
events, and 
consequences of the 
Russian Revolution 

• Comparison of the 
actions of key 
leaders such as 
Lenin and Stalin and 
Hitler 

• Development of the 
USSR – social and 
economic changes 

• Battle of Stalingrad 
– viewpoint of the 
Russians 

• Impact of the Cold 
War on the 
relationship 
between the USSR 
and the USA 

• Fall of Communism 
across Eastern 
Europe 

Genocide 

• Actions of Stalin 
during his 
dictatorship of the 
USSR 

• Early stages of the 
Holocaust and how 
this escalated over 
time 

• Conditions for the 
persecuted in Nazi 
Germany 

• Actions of the allies 
after WW2 

• Mao’s China 

• Rwandan genocide 

 

Ireland and terrorism  

• Relationship 
between Ireland and 
England in the 
1700’s and how this 
contributed to 
increased tension in 
the 1900’s, 
considering the 
actions of the IRA 

• Exploring the 
definition of 
terrorism and how 
this can mean 
different things to 
different people 

• Assassination of 
Franz Ferdinand as 
an act of terrorism 

• The actions of the 
suffragettes in 
gaining women the 
vote 

• Acts of terrorism 
across the world 
such as the KKK and 
the assassination of 
Martin Luther King 
and JFK 

• The events of 9/11 
and the 7/7 bomb 
attacks in London 

 

Ireland and Terrorism 
continued  
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Justification  National Curriculum link: 
challenges for Britain, 
Europe and the wider 
world 1901 to the 
present day. 

Link to intent: The impact 
of world events on 
Britain. Complexities of 
peoples lives. 

National Curriculum link: 
at least one study of a 
significant society or 
issue in world history and 
its interconnections with 
other world 
developments  

Link to intent: study of 
different peoples/ 
perspectives in history 
and the impact of world 
events on people. 
Developments of 
different forms of 
governments and 
contrasting them with 
our own system. 

National Curriculum link: 
at least one study of a 
significant society or 
issue in world history and 
its interconnections with 
other world 
developments. 

Link to intent: study of 
different peoples/ 
perspectives in history 
and the impact of world 
events on people. 
Developments of 
different forms of 
governments and 
contrasting them with 
our own system. 

National Curriculum link: 
challenges for Britain, 
Europe and the wider 
world 1901 to the 
present day. 

Link to intent: study of 
different peoples/ 
perspectives in history 
and the impact of world 
events on people.  

 

National Curriculum link: 
at least one study of a 
significant society or 
issue in world history and 
its interconnections with 
other world 
development/ ideas, 
political power, industry 
and empire: Britain, 
1745-1901 

Link to intent: study of 
different peoples/ 
perspectives in history 
and the impact of world 
events on people. How 
our nation has been 
shaped by different ideas 
and how people have 
challenged opinions. 

National Curriculum link: 
at least one study of a 
significant society or 
issue in world history and 
its interconnections with 
other world 
development/ ideas, 
political power, industry 
and empire: Britain, 
1745-1901 

Link to intent: study of 
different peoples/ 
perspectives in history 
and the impact of world 
events on people. How 
our nation has been 
shaped by different ideas 
and how people have 
challenged opinions. 

Keystone 
vocabulary 

Monarchy, colony, 
dictator, empire, 
parliament, propaganda, 
treaty, government, 
invasion 

Monarchy, dictator, 
parliament, propaganda, 
treaty, government, 
invasion, revolution, 
communism, capitalism, 
class, economic 

Monarchy, dictator, 
parliament, propaganda, 
treaty, government, 
invasion, revolution, 
communism, capitalism, 
class, economic 

Government, invasion, 
revolution, propaganda, 
communism, capitalism, 
class, dictator  

Monarchy, capitalism, 
class, communism, 
democracy, dictator, 
propaganda, revolution, 
treaty, government, 
invasion 

Monarchy, capitalism, 
class, communism, 
democracy, dictator, 
propaganda, revolution, 
treaty, government, 
invasion 

Links to 
prior 
learning 

Causes of WW2 – linking 
to the end of WW1/inter 
war years. Considering 
the long-term 
consequences of WW1.  

Relationship between 
Hitler and Stalin during 
WW2. Connections 
between Operation 
Barbarossa and Battle of 
Stalingrad 

Russia’s relationship with 
the allies during WW2. 

Relationship between 
Hitler and Stalin during 
WW2. Connections 
between Operation 
Barbarossa and Battle of 
Stalingrad 

Russia’s relationship with 
the allies during WW2. 

WW2 – the role of 
dictators e.g., Stalin and 
Hitler and how they ruled 
their territory through 
fear and violence. 

 

Slavery and Empire –
African American’s 
treatment during slavery 
and how attitudes 
continued after abolition 

Industrial Revolution – 
women’s campaigns for 
the right to vote, 
students will be able to 
think back to men gaining 
to right to vote and how 
this influenced the 
actions of the 
government 

Slavery and Empire –
African American’s 
treatment during slavery 
and how attitudes 
continued after abolition 

Industrial Revolution – 
women’s campaigns for 
the right to vote, 
students will be able to 
think back to men gaining 
to right to vote and how 
this influenced the 
actions of the 
government 
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Cross-
curricular 
and careers 
links 

Computer Studies Y7 – 
Alan Turing and the 
Enigma code 

Geography – The impact 
of war on population 
figures from Y7 Geog. 

English –censorship in 
Year 8 so will be able to 
make some connections 
as to how dictators 
controlled the people 

Geography –Cold War 
regarding how it started, 
Russia’s role and 
consequences of this 

 

English –censorship in 
Year 8 so will be able to 
make some connections 
as to how dictators 
controlled the people 

Geography –Cold War 
regarding how it started, 
Russia’s role and 
consequences of this 

Students will be studying 
this alongside the topic 
‘War, Peace and 
Genocide’ in their RE 
lessons. They will learn 
about pre-Jewish life and 
the misconceptions 
surrounding those 
involved in the 
Holocaust. 

Geography – In Year 7, 
students will learn about 
the Rwandan genocide: 
why it started, the 
movement of boarders 
and people. 

L3 RE is on terrorism – 
general. Same concept.  

Geography – students 
will look at Syria and how 
government repression 
contributed to the rise in 
terrorist groups and how 
this resulted in the 
refugee crisis 

English – students study 
the suffrage movement 
in spring of Year 9 

L3 RE is on terrorism – 
general. Same concept.  

Geography – students 
will look at Syria and how 
government repression 
contributed to the rise in 
terrorist groups and how 
this resulted in the 
refugee crisis 

English – students study 
the suffrage movement 
in spring of Year 9 

Links to 
future 
study 

Students will gain an 
understanding of the 
situation in the world for 
when studying Soviet 
Russia 

Students can use this 
knowledge for Weimar 
and Nazi Germany at 
GCSE to understand why 
there was a conflict 
between Hitler and 
Communism 

Students can use this 
knowledge for Weimar 
and Nazi Germany at 
GCSE to understand why 
there was a conflict 
between Hitler and 
Communism 

Students gain an 
understanding of Hitler’s 
actions which will help 
with Weimar and Nazi 
Germany at GCSE. They 
can also make links to the 
way the US government 
treated the Native 
Americans in the 
American West topic 

Students gain a greater 
understanding of 
people’s desire to create 
change through violence, 
which links to the 
Elizabeth GCSE topic. 

Students gain a greater 
understanding of 
people’s desire to create 
change through violence, 
which links to the 
Elizabeth GCSE topic. 

Assessment  Baseline 

PARC – was the winter 
the main reason that 
Operation Barbarossa 
failed? 

MAP WW2 (cumulative) 

PARC – narrative on the 
Russian Revolution  

 

PARC – causes of Cold 
War 

Summative (cumulative) 

PARC narrative on 
Holocaust 

MAP 

 

PARC – interpretations of 
suffragettes  

PARC – interpretations of 
Bloody Sunday  

MAP cumulative  

Homework  3 X knowledge 
organizer quizzes 
per half term  

3 X knowledge 
organizer quizzes 
per half term 

3 X knowledge 
organizer quizzes 
per half term 

3 X knowledge 
organizer quizzes 
per half term 

3 X knowledge 
organizer quizzes 
per half term 

3 X knowledge 
organizer quizzes 
per half term 
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Disciplinary  
knowledge 

Cause, consequence, change, 
continuity, similarity, 
difference, analysis, 
judgement, explanation  

Cause, consequence, 
change, continuity, 
similarity, difference, 
narrative, significance, 
analysis 

Cause, consequence, 
change, significance, 
evidence, analysis, 
judgement  

Cuse, consequence, 
change, continuity, 
significance, judgement, 
analysis, evidence 

Cause, consequence, 
change, continuity, 
significance, judgement, 
analysis, evidence  

Cause, 
consequence, 
change, continuity, 
significance, 
judgement, 
analysis, evidence 

Substantive 
knowledge 

Early Elizabethan England 

• Who Elizabeth was 

• Early Problems e.g. 
religion, home and 
abroad 

• Solutions to problems  

• Mary Queen of Scots 
and Plots against 
Elizabeth  

• Armada 

• Exploration  

• Elizabethan Society  

American West  

• Development of 
the early USA  

• Key themes of 
development: 
farming, 
lawlessness, 
migration 

• Key groups: Native 
Americans, 
Homesteaders, 
Ranchers etc.  

Medicine – Medieval 

• Ideas about cause, 
treatment and 
prevention  

• Medieval society 
including the power of 
the Church and lack of 
government 
involvement  

• Key case study - Black 
Death 

Medicine – Renaissance  

• Ideas about cause, 
treatment and 
prevention  

Medicine – Renaissance 
continued  

 

 

Medicine – Industrial 

• Cause, treatments, 
and prevention  

• Change in the role of 
government  

• New discoveries e.g. 
vaccines  

• Changes to society  

• War and its impact on 
medicine  

Medicine – Modern  

• Cause, treatments, 
prevention  

•  Role of the 
government  

• New inventions/ 
discoveries  

• Impact of 
technology and war 

Western Front  

• Conditions on 

the Western 

Front including 

trenches 

• Evacuation of 

wounded 

soldier  

• Treatments 

and 

preventions of 

illness and 

injury  

K
S4

 H
is

to
ry

 

KS4 subject 
intent and 
impact 

The aim of the KS4 History curriculum is to enthuse students with a love of the past and the lessons which can be drawn from it. The KS4 curriculum 
allows students to explore a wide variety of British and world history, exposing them to a variety of cultures and events which will deepen their 
understanding of how the world around them has come to pass. This knowledge rich curriculum also exposes them to and ensures they build confidence 
and proficiency in a variety of skills which they will utilise across the curriculum and in their future careers, including, but not limited to: judgement, 
evaluating, analysis. By the time students leave Astrea Dearne, they will be confident analysts who are able to draw connections between events, 
explain causation and the consequences of decisions and actions, which will aid their development as well-rounded individuals.  

Assessment 
strategy  

Each lesson will begin and end will recall questions. At the beginning of lessons, these questions are selected to unlock previous learning and at the end 
of lessons students’ learning is consolidated. Students are assessed through a mixture of in class formative assessments, which assess the different 
question styles and allow students to practice the papers at the end of topics. These assessment strategies are combined with mock exams, this 
combined approach allows students to receive feedback at a variety of different stages, to build their confidence and efficiency at writing like a 
Historian.  
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• Decline in the power 
of the Church  

• Developments of new 
ideas e.g. William 
Harvey  

• Great Plague 1665  

• Key features of 

specific battles 

in WW1 

• New 

discoveries 

 

Justification  Students have encountered 
similar skills at KS3 (describe, 
explain) and this paper is one 
of the most accessible in 
terms of content. This eases 
students into the challenge 
of GCSE history. 

This is the second half 
of Paper 2 and links 
well with Elizabeth as 
students can draw links 
between the discovery 
of the ‘New World’ and 
its later development 
which helps them to 
draw comparisons over 
a greater historical 
period. 

Students complete this 
paper chronologically as it 
allows them to assess 
change over time.  

Students complete this 
paper chronologically as it 
allows them to assess 
change over time. 

Students complete this 
paper chronologically as 
it allows them to assess 
change over time. 

This covers the first 
section of Paper 1. 
Since students 
already have 
foundational 
knowledge about 
WW1 they can 
draw on this and 
make links with 
their new 
knowledge about 
medicine 

Keystone 
vocabulary 

Monarchy, class, colony, 
empire, parliament, 
revolution, treaty, 
government, invasion, 
economic 

Capitalism, class, 
colony, treaty, 
government, invasion, 
economic  

Monarchy, class, 
government, economic 

Monarchy, class, 
government, economic, 
colony, empire, democracy 

Monarchy, class, 
government, economic, 
colony, empire, 
democracy 

Colony, empire, 
propaganda, 
invasion  

Links to prior 
learning 

Tudor England Y8 – the ruling 
monarchs and the changes 
/problems faced by these 
monarchs. 

Empire Y8 – How Spanish 
empire dominated the world 
at this time.  

Crusades Y7 – helps students 
to understand why religion 
dominated society and 
politics.  

Industrial revolution Y8 – 
movement of people to cities 
due to poverty.  

Empire Y8 – migration  

Elizabeth GCSE – 
relations with Native 
Americans  

Elizabeth GCSE – 
Farming  

Industrial Revolution Y8 
– farming  

Medieval life in Y7 – 
importance of the Church. 

The role of the 
government/monarchy 
throughout KS3  

 

Links to the Tudors GCSE 
and how developments in 
the world/empire 
influenced people’s 
attitudes. 

 

Industrial Revolution Y8 – 
social change and how it 
influenced the role of the 
government  

Western Front Medicine – 
availability of equipment/ 
new developments before 
1900 

Science – students will 
have knowledge of the 
DNA structure from Year 
9 and some knowledge 
of female scientists.  

P.E. – students will have 
covered changing 
lifestyle campaigns in 
Year 8 and 9. Some 
sports studies students 
will have knowledge of 
some drugs that are 
legal in the sporting 
world 

Y8 WW1 – causes, 
trench life and 
battles 
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Medieval life Y7 – 
importance of religion.  

Cross-curricular 
and careers 
links 

RE – students will look at the 
Reformation in Y11  

RE – different forms of 
religion e.g. religion 
with multiple Gods  

Link to RE – importance of 
religion. 

Medical careers and the 
different roles within 
medicine e.g., physician 
and how that role has 
changed   

Link to science who study 
gems, vaccines  

Medical careers and the 
different roles within 
medicine e.g., 
immunologist 

Link to science who 
study gems, vaccines  

Medical careers and the 
different roles within 
medicine e.g., 
virologists, 
immunologist 

Links to English who 
study war poetry. 

 

Links to future 
study 

Students will encounter the 
early settlement of the New 
World which will link to 
American West. 

Students will encounter 
conflicts in the Western 
Front and Germany 

Ideas about religion 
linked to medicine. 

Links to the rest of the 
medicine paper thinking 
about the developments of 
medicine in the 20th 
century.  

 

Links to the rest of the 
medicine paper thinking 
about the developments of 
medicine in the 20th 
century.  

 

Links to developments in 
the 20th century in terms 
of governmental 
involvement 
(Weimar/Nazi Germany) 

Links to the rest of 
the medicine paper 
thinking about the 
developments of 
medicine in the 
20th century.  

Also links to 
Weimar and Nazi 
Germany which 
begins by reviewing 
the impact of the 
war on Weimar 
Germany. 

Assessment  Baseline assessment  

End of topic assessment – all 
3 questions  

PARC consequences 
and narrative question 

End of topic assessment 
– all 3 questions  

PARC 12 mark question  

Y10 mock exams 

PARC 16 mark question 

Mini assessment – 4, 12, 16 
mark questions  

 

PARC 16 mark question  

End of topic assessment 
– 4, 12, 16 mark 
questions  

PARC source 
question  

End of topic 
assessment – all 
Western Front 
questions  

Homework  Knowledge organizer quizzes 
with scores to be recorded – 
3 pert half term  

Knowledge organizer 
quizzes with scores to 
be recorded – 3 pert 
half term 

Knowledge organizer 
quizzes with scores to be 
recorded – 3 pert half term 

Knowledge organizer 
quizzes with scores to be 
recorded – 3 pert half term 

Knowledge organizer 
quizzes with scores to be 
recorded – 3 pert half 
term 

Knowledge 
organizer quizzes 
with scores to be 
recorded – 3 pert 
half term 
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Disciplinary  
knowledge 

Cause and consequence 

Judgement 

Analysis  

Interpretations 

Cause and consequence 

Sources 

Interpretations 

Cause and consequence 

Sources 

Cause and Consequence 

Narrative 

 

Cause and 
consequence 

Judgement 

Sources 

 

NA 

Substantive 
knowledge 

Elizabeth KT2/3 

• The changes in 
Elizabethan society. 

• How education was 
developed for men 
but not women  

• How entertain 
became a key aspect 
of people’s lives. 

• How experiences 
differed based on 
social status and the 
attitudes taken by 
Elizabethan’s 
towards the poor. 

Weimar Germany 

• KT1: The impact of 
the First World War 
on Germany  

• The challenges the 
new government 
faced  

• Treaty of Versailles 

• Uprisings and 
invasions from 
France which later 
impacted on the 
economy. 

• KT2: An 
understanding of 
how Hitler became 
involved in politics 

• The success and 
failures of Hitler’s 
actions in the 
NSDAP 

• How the Nazi’s gain 
more supporters 
following the year 
1929. 

Nazi Germany 

• KT3: How Hitler 
became the Chancellor 
of Germany  

• How he and the Nazi 
Party manipulated 
events to work to their 
advantage 

• Impact of the terror 
state set up by Hitler, 
looking at the Gestapo, 
the SD and the SS.  

• The various ways Hitler 
removed any forms of 
opposition to the Nazi 
Party. 

• KT4: How Hitler 
transformed Germany  

• The extent to which 
Hitler improved the 
living conditions in 
Germany  

• How the persecution of 
the Jews developed 
over time. 

American West  

• The development of 
what we now see as 
the USA.  

• Expansion Westward 
in to previously 
uncolonized 
territories, students 
will learn about key 
themes in America’s 
development, such 
as lawlessness and 
migration.  

• Assess the impact of 
such themes on key 
groups such as 
Native Americans 
and Homesteaders. 

Revision of Paper 1 
(Medicine Through 
Time) and Paper 2 
(Early Elizabethan 
England) 

NA 

Justification  Students must 
understand how society 
changed in Elizabethan 
England to explain the 
impact of Elizabeth’s 
reign to complete Paper 

Students must be able to 
access and understand 
historical interpretations, 
whilst also explaining 
why and how Germany 
changed from 1918 – 

Students must be able to 
access and understand 
historical interpretations, 
whilst also explaining why 
and how Germany changed 
from 1918 – 1945 through 

Students must be able to 
formulate a narrative of 
how the west developed 
overtime. They should 
also be able to explain 
the consequences and 
importance of these 

Revision for GCSE 
exams  

NA 
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2 of their History Edexcel 
GCSE  

1945 through source 
analysis and explanation 

source analysis and 
explanation 

developments in the 
second half of Paper 2.  

Keystone 
vocabulary 

Monarch, vagrant, 
poverty, colonisation 

Abdicate, constitution, 
communism, treaty, 
democracy 

Opposition, indoctrination, 
persecution  

Migration, federal, 
reservations, assimilation, 
conflict  

N/A NA 

Links to 
prior 
learning 

Empire – Comparisons 
between the British 
Victorian empire and 
Elizabeth’s attempts to 
colonise Virginia.  

Industrial Revolution –
movement of people 
from the countryside to 
larger towns and cities.  

Medieval Life – the 
importance of farming in 
maintaining society and 
structure 

WW1 and the inter war 
years studied in Y9. 
Treaty of Versailles 

WW2 

Some students may have 
knowledge of hyper-
inflation 

WW2 – Students will be 
able to recall events such 
as the Wall Street Crash 
and the Great 
Depression. 

Genocide –The terror state 
and the powers of being a 
dictator through their 
knowledge of Stalin and 
Hitler.  

Holocaust studied at Y9. 

Migration – empire  

Elizabeth – relations with 
Native Americans  

Farming – Elizabeth and 
industrial revolution in 
Year 8 

Revision of all content 
from the beginning of 
Y10: 

Western Front 

Medieval medicine 

Renaissance medicine 

Industrial medicine 

Modern medicine 

Challenges to 
Elizabeth’s reign 

Threats from abroad 

Society in Elizabethan 
England 

NA 

Cross-
curricular 
and careers 
links 

Monarchy/nobility – 
Shakespearian plays in 
English  

  RE – different forms of 
religion e.g. religion with 
multiple Gods 

NA NA 

Links to 
future 
study 

Tudor England is a 
possible a-level topic at 
many of our local sixth 
forms or colleges  

Weimar and Nazi 
Germany is a possible a-
level topic at many of our 
local sixth forms or 
colleges 

Weimar and Nazi Germany 
is a possible a-level topic at 
many of our local sixth 
forms or colleges 

N/A N/A N/A 

Assessment  Baseline assessment  

End of topic assessment 
– 4, 12, 16 markers 

PARC 12 mark question 

Mock exams November  

PARC interpretation 
question  

February exams  

PARC questions – 
consequences and 
narrative  

Easter mocks  

GCSE exams NA 

Homework  3 Revision pieces 
including 1 practice 
question per homework  

3 Revision pieces 
including 1 practice 
question per homework 

3 Revision pieces including 1 
practice question per 
homework 

3 Revision pieces 
including 1 practice 
question per homework 

Revision tailored to 
students needs  

NA 

 


