
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7 December 2021 

 

Dear parent or carer 

 

Behaviour and Attitudes to Learning 

 

It is clear that following the pandemic some children have struggled to re-engage with school and learning. 

We are now at a stage where we need to reflect how we move forwards in a world that is very different for 

our children.  

 

The children at the Dearne make it clear they enjoy learning and they feel proud of their achievements and 

enjoy being rewarded for their hard work and determination, both at school and at home. This is a 

testament to families who have worked closely with school to ensure children can look positively towards 

the future.  

 

It is unfortunate that for various reasons some children are not in this same position and we are 

experiencing a small number of children who, despite extensive support with behavioural choices are still 

finding it too difficult to fully engage in learning.  

 

Every child has the right to experience an excellent education and this means having access to teachers 

and support staff who have dedicated time that the children so rightly deserve. It is therefore impossible 

to stretch this valuable resource beyond what is viable. A significant and extensive level of support has 

been offered to some children and families who again, quite rightly require external agency involvement. 

We always strive to work with all agencies to support families and their individual needs, however despite 

this help, we are seeing an increase in some children avoiding lessons. Internal truancy is a worrying 

problem as it means we do not know whether children are in the building. A very basic expectation is that 

we keep your children safe; if they refuse to follow their timetabled lessons and instead venture into other 

areas of school, we have to assume they have left the school site. As expected, where this is the case it 

takes a number of staff to contact parents, check the building and locate children who are truanting; this 

is time that is not being spent on teaching or pastoral care for all other children.  

 

The school is now at a point where the children who need personalised support need to be offered 

something different to allow them the additional time to re-engage with learning and better understand 

their behaviour choices. That means for some children they will now be offered an out of school hours 

provision designed to reintegrate them successfully back into school. This decision has been taken to 

ensure they receive the individual support needed and that all other children access the school without 

disruption to learning.  

 

We have also taken the decision that in order to support the continued education for our children, if a 

child chooses to avoid, or truant a lesson, they will be issued with a 1.5 day suspension to allow us to 

reiterate our expectations with both children and parents and carers. 

 



 

 

We know that the vast majority of parents and carers will understand the position we are taking following 

the most unprecedented event in our history and we thank you for your continued support. Please never 

underestimate how much your positive comments get us through the day! 

 

The school day is a very busy day as we hope you would expect, but we are always available to meet face 

to face with any parent or carer out of teaching hours between 4pm and 6pm, or later if required. If you 

wish to discuss any aspect of your child’s education, please contact school reception. 

 

Please remember that we enjoy working with you and your children and it is important for us that your 

child has everything they need to access their best possible future.  

 

Best wishes 

 

 
 

 

Joanne Wilson        Eddie Child 

Principal          Senior Vice Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


