
 

 

 

 

18 December 2020 

 

Dear Parent and Carer 

 

As you may be aware, the Government announced yesterday that secondary schools in England will 

have a staggered return to school after Christmas to help roll out the mass testing for secondary 

school children. I am writing to you now to confirm the arrangements at Astrea Academy Dearne. 

 

Students in Years 7, 8, 9 and 10 

 

Students in Years 7 to 10 will be working remotely at home for the first week of term, following a 

virtual timetable, and returning to school on Monday 11 January 2021.  

 

All lessons during that week will be streamed live from school and students and teachers will be able 

to interact and ask questions throughout each lesson.  Please let your child know that it might not be 

their usual teacher delivering the lesson.  For a step by step video and guide about how to access 

Microsoft Teams, please visit the school website www.astreadearne.org Home Learning  tab and note 

these lessons can also be accessed using most mobile phones, as well as other devices, such as a 

laptop or desktop computer. 

 

Alternatively, each year group has a full online curriculum that students can complete at their own 

pace, with each lesson matched to what would be delivered in school.  This timetable can be found 

on the school website under the tab: Home Learning where you will also find on-line and printable 

work books. All completed work, or any questions for teachers should be emailed to: 

homelearning@astreadearne.org. 

 

Students in Years 11, children of key workers and vulnerable students 

 

As exam-year students, Year 11 should return to school on Monday 4 January 2021 as planned.  The 

children of key workers and vulnerable students will also be back in school from Monday 4 January 

2021.  

 

Please be aware that it is compulsory that students continue to study from home between Monday 4 

January 2021 and Friday 8 January 2021.  If students do not attend lessons virtually or if they do not 

email completed work, parents will be contacted and home visits may take place.  

 

Access to equipment and technology 

 

Astrea is committed to ensuring every student has access to a laptop or other device, so that they can 

continue to receive a high quality of education. Should you need to borrow a device for this period, 

please call school on 01709 892211 on Monday 4 January 2021 to book a time-slot for collection. 
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Students eligible for free school meals 

 

Families who are entitled to free school meals will receive further information about how they can 

collect food parcels for the week.  If you do not hear anything by Monday 4 January, please contact 

school. 

 

As before, we ask that you only send your child into school if they are well. If they have any of the 

COVID symptoms (a high temperature; a new, continuous cough; loss of taste or smell) they should 

not come into school and you should arrange for them to be tested. 

 

I appreciate this news has come very late and I want to assure you that we will do everything possible 

to continue to deliver a high standard of education to your child, and to keep disruption to a minimum. 

Our overriding priority is to ensure the safety of all students and staff. 

 

When I have received information from the government about COVID-19 testing for our students, I 

will be in touch again at the start of the new term. 

 

Thank you again for your ongoing support to the school, and I wish you a peaceful break over the 

holidays.  

 

Best wishes 

 

 
 

Joanne Wilson 

Principal 

Astrea Academy Dearne 

 

 


