
Where we live.

Brief overview of the topic
In this project, you will explore the 

theme ‘Where we live’. You will learn 
how to use a variety of different 
materials and experiment with 

3dimensional forms. You will look at 
the work of other artists to influence 
your own art work and develop your 
skills, knowledge and understanding 

of techniques. The history of Goldthorpe

Goldthorpe is a village in the Metropolitan 
Borough of Barnsley, in South Yorkshire, England. 
Historically part of the West Riding of Yorkshire, it 
was anciently a small medieval farming village.
The area is now commonly referred to as the 
Dearne Valley and was a major coal mining 
area. Many high-grade coal seams, including the 
prolific Barnsley seam, lie close to the surface in 

this area. This meant that by far the most 
prevalent industry in the area was deep coal 
mining, indeed much of the economic activity of 
the region was either directly related to, or reliant 
on this industry. It was home to the Oaks Viaduct, 
the largest man-made rail bridge in Britain until its 
demolition in 1965.

INTRODUCTION TO THE PROJECT



Why? 
To develop and refine your 

observational skills by looking more 

closely at things around you that 

you see and experience every day, 

and to learn more about where 

you live, and the history of 

Goldthorpe and the wider 

community. 

What? 
Research and explore the theme 

‘Where we live’ to create a series 

of drawings and mixed media 

pieces inspired by our local area. 

How? 
You will create a series of drawings 

using different materials and 

techniques, while investigating the 

work of other artists and learning 

about the local area. 

Where we live.

ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES AND MARK SCHEME

INTRODUCTION TO THE PROJECT



Lesson 1 



Match the key words to the correct definition. 

Background

Foreground

Middle ground

Continuous line

The part of an image or view point that is 

furthest away. For example, the sky in a 

Landscape image.

The part of a view that is nearest to the observer, 

especially in a picture or photograph. This usually 

has something that catches your attention.

Everything in between the foreground and 

background of a view. 

A drawing which requires one line. You must 

not take your pen or pencil off the page. 



Match the key words to the correct definition. 

Background

Foreground

Middle ground

Continuous line

The part of an image or view point that is 

furthest away. For example, the sky in a 

Landscape image.

The part of a view that is nearest to the observer, 

especially in a picture or photograph. This usually 

has something that catches your attention.

Everything in between the foreground and 

background of a view. 

A drawing which requires one line. You must 

not take your pen or pencil off the page. 



Background: The part of an image or view point that is furthest away. For 

example, the sky in a Landscape image. 

Foreground: The part of a view that is nearest to the observer, especially 

in a picture or photograph. This usually has something that catches your 

attention.

Middle ground: Everything in between the foreground and background 

of a view. 

What do these key words look like in practice?

Task 1: Using the images 

provided in your booklet, 

decide which areas are 

the foreground, middle 

ground and background. 

INCLUDE THE PICTURE HERE 
FEATURED IN BOOKLET. 



Foreground: The part of a view that is nearest to the observer, especially in a 
picture or photograph. This usually has something that catches your attention.

You will now complete 9 timed drawings based on the foreground, 

middle ground and background of the image you have been given.  

Foreground
a. Continuous line 

drawing
b. Opposite hand 

drawing
c. Eyes closed

1 Middle ground
a. Continuous line 

drawing
b. Opposite hand 

drawing
c. Eyes closed

1 2

1 Background
a. Continuous line 

drawing
b. Opposite hand 

drawing
c. Eyes closed

3

a. Continuous line drawing 60 

seconds

b. Opposite hand drawing 60 

seconds

c. Eyes closed 30 seconds

TIMINGS FOR EACH TASK

End123456789101112131415161718192021222324252627282930313233343536373839404142434445464748495051525354555657585960

End123456789101112131415161718192021222324252627282930313233343536373839404142434445464748495051525354555657585960

End123456789101112131415161718192021222324252627282930313233343536373839404142434445464748495051525354555657585960

End123456789101112131415161718192021222324252627282930313233343536373839404142434445464748495051525354555657585960

End123456789101112131415161718192021222324252627282930313233343536373839404142434445464748495051525354555657585960

End123456789101112131415161718192021222324252627282930313233343536373839404142434445464748495051525354555657585960End123456789101112131415161718192021222324252627282930

End123456789101112131415161718192021222324252627282930

End123456789101112131415161718192021222324252627282930



Now you have completed each section of your image 3 times, 

you will complete a full landscape image including the 

foreground, middle ground and background. .  

Whole landscape

TOP TIPS
• Look back at what you 

have done previously 
and correct any 
mistakes. 

• Focus on the basic 
shapes to start with

• Include any details you 
see within your image

• Take your time. You have 
the remainder of this 

lesson to complete this 
task. 

Experiment with your use 
of line to create details. 
Can you include areas of 
pencil shading?

ADD EXAMPLE 

DRAWING HERE



1
Did you recognize where the image 

you have been working from was 

taken? Have you been here before? 

What are the differences 

between the foreground, 

middle ground and 

background? 

Why are they important to ANY 

image?

2



Lesson 2 



Stephen Wiltshire

1. Which city is this image based on? 

2. What materials do you think have been 

used to create this piece? 

3. How has the artist Stephen Wiltshire created 

this piece? . 

?



Watch the video on Stephen Wiltshire and discover how he creates his art 

work. You can make notes on the back page of your booklet if you wish. 



How did Stephen Wiltshire create his 

drawings? 

What materials did he use? 

How could you create something 

similar? 

What do you like or dislike about the 

work?



Artist research task

Create a written evaluation 

about one or both of these 

images. You must discuss the 

shape, form, material, possible 

ideas, likes and dislikes. 

Stephen Wiltshire

Key words:
Size
Scale
Proportion
City-scape
Mark making
Black pen
Texture 

Sentence starters:
• I think the artist has….
• In my opinion
• I believe
• I dislike how
• If I was to recreate this…
• I like how the artist has…

My evaluation: 

Include at least 5 of the 

key words correctly and 

include clear reasoning 

behind your own opinions. 

10 minutes



Experiment mark making techniques 

with your black pen in the same way 

as Stephen Wiltshire. 

Stephen Wiltshire

Turn to page 3 of your artist 

research task. You must start 

this but remember to include 

some of the marks you have 

included on this page. 



Stephen Wiltshire

If you met the artist, what would want to know? 

How much do you think 1 piece of his original 
drawings cost in £?

What is different with his work to other artists? 



Lesson 3 



Where are these things 

within this image? 

• Foreground

• Middle ground

• Background 

Is there an alternative 

answer? 

Why might someone 

disagree with your thoughts?



TOP TIPS for recreating an artist 

image: 

1. Start with the basic shapes you can 

see within the image

2. Make sure you place these in the 

correct place. Your COMPOSITION is 

as important as the SCALE of your 

drawing

3. Double check your outlines. NOW is 

the time to correct any mistakes. 

4. Begin adding details to the most 

prominent shapes. 

5. Focus on the darkest shades. These 

will stand out the most and will be 
the easiest to plot on your study. 



Stephen Wiltshire

Create a DIRECT COPY from Stephen Wiltshire's image using only a BLACK PEN. 

Artist research task: Direct copy

Use a minimum 

of 5 different 

marks from your 

mark making 

tests. You must 

use these 

accurately and 

purposefully. 



What have you achieved 

so far? 

What have you found 

difficult? How have you 

overcome this? 

What do you need to do 

next in order to complete 

this study? 



Lesson 4 



Where have 

these 4 

images been 

taken? 

?



1 2

3 4

1. Goldthorpe

train station

2. Highgate

primary school

3. Dearne

playhouse

4. Phoenix 

Park



How can you create your own image in 

the style of Stephen Wiltshire?   

Image of local area 
students will work 

from. 

• Break your image into 

simple shapes 

• Focus on the size, scale and 

composition of your shapes

• Add black pen in the same 

way as Stephen Wiltshire –

Include a range of mark 

making techniques to 

capture a similar style. 



Artist research task: In the style of the artist. 

Using one of the images of Goldthorpe and surrounding areas, create you own study in 

the same style as Stephen Wiltshire. You must include similar mark making techniques 

and use black pen. 



Compare your work to the 

work of Stephen Wiltshire. 

What are the similarities? 

What are the differences? 

What did you find difficult? 

What have you learnt from 

working in this way?

Image students have worked from



Lesson 5 



Match the key words to the correct definition. 

Composition

Proportion

Depth

Technique

The quality in a work of art or a 
photograph that makes it appear not to 

be flat

The size relationship between different 

parts – eg height compared to width 

Where you place objects on the page

The way in which an artist uses tools and 

materials to create a piece of art



Composition

Proportion

Depth

Technique

The quality in a work of art or a 
photograph that makes it appear not to 

be flat

The size relationship between different 

parts – eg height compared to width 

Where you place objects on the page

The way in which an artist uses tools and 

materials to create a piece of art

Match the key words to the correct definition. 



Live demonstration – How to use the grid 

technique effectively.    



Create a direct copy of the image below using the grid technique. 

Start with simple shapes to create your outlines. Do not add pencil 

shading.  1

Turn to task 2 of your grid 

techniques. Practice your 

pencil shading blends. You 

must create a clear blend, no 

stripes!  

Key words

Grid 

technique

Proportion

Composition

Depth



How did you find the grid 

technique? 

Was this easier or harder to 

create your study? 

What do you need to do 

next time?

Did you create an accurate 

study?



Lesson 

6&7 



Where have 

these 4 

images been 

taken? 

?



1 2

3 4

1. Bolton 

Church 

2. Bolton hard 

court

3. Thurnscoe

4. 
Mexborough



How can 

pencil 

shading 

enhance your 

work? 

How can you 

use pencil 

shading to 

create 
depth? 

Where and 

how do you 

add pencil 

shading?

IMAGE STUDENTS 

WILL WORK FROM. 



Using your pencil shading, try to recreate this 

image using light, medium and dark shades. 

Practice using pencil shading in the 

boxes provided. You must create a 

gradual blend from dark to light. 2

3



Compare your 2 grid drawings. 

1. Which is the most successful? 

2. Why? 

3. What has adding pencil 

shading changed? 

4. What did you find difficult? 

5. What have you learnt? 

6. How can you apply this to 

your future work?



Lesson 8  



What do you think this 

image is? 

Where do you think this 

image was taken from?

What textures can you see 

in this image? 

How could you recreate 

texture within your own 

art?

?



Full image… 

Phoenix park!

?



Try to recreate these TEXTURES using COLOURED PENCILS. You must consider your use of LINE and 

the pressure you use when adding colour. 





Observational study – Close ups 
Create a direct copy of this close 

up image. You must focus on 

creating texture, tone and depth 

within your work. 

1

Include a minimum of 4 different 

pencil shades effectively to create 

depth, tone and texture within 

your study. 



What textures have you 

created within your 

drawings? 

Are they successful? 

Which textures did you find 

the easiest when 

practicing? 

Why do you think they 

were easier?

?



Lesson  

9 & 10 



What do you see within this image? 



Recap previous lesson: Texture, tone and depth 





Observational study – Close ups 
Create a direct copy of this close 

up image. You must focus on 

creating texture, tone and depth 

within your work. 

1

Include a minimum of 4 different 

pencil shades effectively to create 

depth, tone and texture within 

your study. 



What textures have you 

created within your 

drawings? 

Are they successful? 

Which textures did you find 

the easiest when 

practicing? 

Why do you think they 

were easier?

?



Lesson 

11 & 12



Jordan Rodgers

1. Which city is this image based on? 

2. What materials do you think have been 

used to create this piece? 

3. What mood or emotion do you feel when 

you see this image?

?



Drawing is a map of time, 

recording the actions of the 

maker allows the viewer to 

move through the journey of 

creation. I ask what can the 

medium of drawing do in 

relation to altering the 

perception the landscape we 

live in today?

ARTIST STATEMENT

Jordan Rodgers

Key words: 
Medium 

Perception

Distortion

Depth

Techniques



How to write about artwork



Artist research task

Create a written evaluation about one or 

both of these images. You must discuss the 

shape, form, material, possible ideas, likes 

and dislikes. 

Jordan Rodgers

Key words:

Angles 

View points

Distortion

Depth

Emotion

Movement

Sentence starters:

• I think the artist has….

• In my opinion

• I believe

• I dislike how

• If I was to recreate 

this…

• I like how the artist 

has…
My evaluation: 

Include at least 5 of the 

key words correctly and 

include clear reasoning 

behind your own opinions. 

10 minutes



Jordan Rodgers

Create a DIRECT COPY from this image by Jordan Rodgers. You must focus on the use of LINE and
the ANGLE of the lines you are using.  You can use the grid technique you learnt previously if this
helps you. 

Artist research task: Direct copy

Create careful blends showing 

light, medium and dark. These 

should be seamless.



Jordan Rodgers

If you met the artist, what would want to know? 

How much do you think 1 piece of his original 

drawings cost in £?

What is different with his work to other artists? 



Lesson 

13



Where have 

these 4 

images been 

taken? 

?



1 2

3 4

1. Thurnscoe

high street

2. Thurnscoe

3. Goldthorpe

train station

4. Dearne

play house



How can you create your own image in 

the style of Jordan Rodgers?   

Image of local area 
students will work 

from. 

• Break your image into 

simple shapes 

• Focus on the size, scale and 

composition of your shapes

• Add your chosen material 

in the same style as Jordan 

Rodgers– Include a range 

of mark making techniques 

to capture a similar style. 



Artist research task: In the style of the artist. 

Using one of the images of Goldthorpe and surrounding areas, create you own study in 

the same style as Jordan Rodgers. 



Compare your work to the 

work of Jordan Rodgers.

What are the similarities? 

What are the differences? 

What did you find difficult? 

What have you learnt from 

working in this way?

Image students have worked from



Lesson 

14 & 15 



How has this image 

been created? 

What are your 

thoughts and 

opinions on this 

image? Do you like 

or dislike it? Why?



Paper collage



How to create your own paper collage



Create your own paper city-scape using one of the images 

provided. You can combine more than one image if you wish. 

Use black pen to add 

details and layers to 

your work. You can 

also include colour to 

create tone and 

depth. 



What have you achieved? 

What do you need to do 

next? 

What would you change if 

you could do this again?



Lesson 

16 & 17 



What do 

you see 

within 

this 

image?

What is 

this work 

showing 

you? 

?



Abstract paper sculptures – Shapes Using the space below, create basic 

shapes that you can see within your 
earlier drawings. These should have a 

direct link to your project. 



Alexander Calder – Artist link

Key words:

Angles 

View points

3-dimensional 

Abstract

Sculpture

A number of artists create 3-dimensional 

sculptures using abstract shapes and forms. 

This artist creates his sculptures from large 

sheets of metal. Calder did not always 

have a meaning behind his work as he left 

his sculptures subject to the viewers 

perceptive and opinions. 



Abstract paper sculptures

Using the studies you have created 

you will develop your own 3-

dimensional paper sculptures using 

basic shapes within your drawings. 

Before attaching your 

shapes together, add 

colour, texture and tone to 

your paper. Remember your 

work will be seen from all 

angles. 



What have you achieved so far? 

How many sculptures have you 

created? 

Which is your favorite and why?









Observational drawings from my paper sculptures including colour, texture, tone and depth. 

Create a series of small primary source studies from your 
own paper sculptures. These should include colour. 

Include shadows to 

your study to create a 

3-dimensional 

element. 




