
 

 

 

 

 

Our ref JWN/HPE1 

 

18 September 2020 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 

 

I am writing to update you on a highly positive first fortnight back at the Dearne. Thank you for your continued 

support which is being shown through 94% of our students safely attending school since our re-opening. I 

would like to take this opportunity to respond to a number of questions that as parents and carers you may 

have during this particularly unprecedented time. 

 

Covid-19 cases 

Please be assured that I will inform you immediately if we receive any positive results of a Covid-19 test for 

either a student or a member of staff. If this situation arises I will inform Public Health England, follow their 

advice and keep you informed. 

 

Face masks/coverings 

One way in which we are supporting the country in reducing the spread of Covid-19 is to ask students and staff 

to wear face masks/coverings in communal spaces. This means wearing face masks/coverings when moving 

around the school building, including queuing for break and lunch refreshments. When we re-opened we 

ensured we had sufficient face masks for all students, in excess of 1500 masks. Since re-opening we have 

purchased a further 1000 face masks and thanks to donations from parents have had at least 3000 in total. We 

are now no longer in a position to provide face masks for students and understandably our catering provider, 

Aspens is not prepared to serve students who are not following this guidance. I therefore urge all parents and 

carers to ensure their child has a face covering. I can appreciate that you might not agree with this request, 

however this is becoming the new ‘normal’ and we have to play our part. I would also encourage you to remind 

your child that whilst in the school building and moving around they must wear their face covering. I am sure 

you would rather staff were focusing on teaching than reminding children to put on masks. 

 

Drop off and pick up 

Thank you to the parents and carers who are making sure their children do not arrive before 8.30am (Key Stage 

3) and 8.50am (Key Stage 4), which helps to avoid the year group bubbles interacting. It has become clear that 

in line with guidance around avoiding public transport, more parents and carers are dropping off/picking up 

their children from school and we have therefore needed to implement a strict no-parking zone outside school. 

Please could I ask parents and carers to park away from the school building and not in the bus bays which can 

cause delays. 

 

Uniform 

Despite ongoing conversations with our blazer and PE top supplier, Price and Buckland, it is clear that there is a 

significant problem with delays in supplying orders. I can assure you that I am as frustrated as you are and no 

children will be penalised for not having the required uniform as a result of this delay. I am currently holding 

talks with local providers in the hope we can rectify this situation for next year. Thank you for your understanding 

as this has been entirely out of my control.  

 

I would, however like to draw your attention to our uniform policy around skirts. I would like to think that I do 

not need to make it clear why students choosing to wear skirts to school should ensure they are knee length. 

That said, I am concerned that some parents and carers find this to be an unacceptable request. As the Principal 

of your child’s school with responsibility for ensuring the safeguarding of children I do not apologise for our 

policy of knee length skirts and thank all those parents who have supported this requirement.  



 

 

 

Knowledge Organisers and school bags 

From Monday 21 September all students will receive a knowledge organiser within an A4 folder. This will help 

your child improve their long-term memory and knowledge retrieval. In order to ensure the knowledge organiser 

is carried between home and school, all children will require a school bag. The school shop sells suitable bags 

for 80p. Any student without a bag will be subject to the same consequence as any lack of uniform requirement, 

including break/lunchtime detention. 

 

Home learning 

Following the lockdown, some students have been identified as requiring some additional support to catch up 

with lost learning. If this is the case for your child, you will be informed and additional tutoring will take place 

after school. Funding from the government has been given to schools for this to happen, so it is important that 

if you are offered this support you ensure your child attends their sessions. It is also possible that at some point 

this year there could be further lockdowns which could result in your child needing to be educated from home. 

We have set up a ‘virtual’ timetable that all students will be able to access from home. In the event of a national 

lockdown we will ensure you have full information and access to this provision.  

 

Support and understanding  

Whilst the vast majority of parents and carers have been completely supportive and totally understand the very 

strange circumstances in which we all find ourselves, it is with regret that some parents and carers have actively 

sought to criticise and question how we are trying to manage the education of our community. To those people 

I ask that they try and recognise the relentless pressure that has been placed on schools and their leaders with 

very limited guidance and limited resources. I understand that life is different, but compromise and 

understanding is the key to our success. I would never put the health, safety or education of any child in our 

community at risk and I ask that we work positively together. 

 

I assure you that I will keep you informed of any updates and I wish you a restful and enjoyable weekend.  

 

 

Best wishes  

 

 
Mrs J Wilson 

Principal   


