
 

  

 

 

17th March 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

Coronavirus: Covid-19 Latest Update 

 

Further to yesterday’s announcement by the government, I write to provide you with further details of our 

response to the statement delivered by the Prime Minister on 16th March. 

 

Absence from School 

 

It is now necessary to ask anyone displaying one or both of two key symptoms, or living in a household where 

someone else is displaying symptoms, to stay at home for 14 days. The most common symptoms of coronavirus 

are the recent onset of a new, continuous cough and/or a high temperature (classified as 37.8 or higher).  

 

Further information regarding this can be found in the Public Health England’s document: Stay at home: 

guidance for households with possible coronavirus (COVID-19) infection (updated 16th March 2020). We would 

like to draw your attention to the following bullet point: 

 

 If you live with others and you or one of them have symptoms of coronavirus, then all household 

members must stay at home and not leave the house for 14 days. The 14-day period starts from the 

day when the first person in the house became ill.  

 

Staff will do their best to set work for students, however, there may be some delay in sending work home due 

to the volume of potential absences.  

 

School Events 

 

In response to the Government’s directive that everyone should “stop non-essential contact with others” and 

“stop all unnecessary travel” we will be making the following changes to our school calendar: 

 

19th March 2020  Year 9 Discover Us Trip   Cancelled  

25th March 2020  Year 7 Parents’ Evening    Postponed 

25th March 2020  Magna Science Adventure Centre Cancelled 

28th March 2020  Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Trip   Cancelled  

31st March 2020  Apprenticeship Event   Cancelled  

2nd April 2020  Mosaic Mentoring Employer Visits  Postponed 

 

 All sporting fixtures will be cancelled. 

 All after-school clubs will be cancelled. Students will be expected to leave school premises at the end 

of their school day. 

 The Year 11 after-school exam intervention sessions will continue to run, but students are expected to 

leave school premises once finished. 

 All community use will be cancelled.  

 Students on the ski trip to Andorra will receive separate communication. 

As with all decisions we are making in response to the coronavirus outbreak, these measures are not ones which 

we are implementing lightly however; the health and wellbeing of all members of our school community will 



 

always be our priority. Given that the advice is now changing daily we do not feel in a position to identify 

rearranged dates for these events but will continue to keep you updated.  

 

We will review those events scheduled to take place after Easter in the coming days and will communicate our 

decision in relation to this at the earliest opportunity. 

 

Visitors in School 

 

From today we will be significantly reducing the number of external visitors we allow into the school building: 

 

 Where feasibly possible and if appropriate, meetings will be conducted by telephone or video link (for 

example, Skype) rather than face-to-face. 

 Parents and carers will be asked to wait outside when collecting students. 

 We will not be meeting with anyone who does not have a pre-arranged appointment. 

This will obviously compromise the personal level of service we strive to achieve when visiting Astrea Academy 

Dearne however; under the current circumstances we believe these measures are appropriate in managing the 

risk associated with the coronavirus outbreak.  

 

These measures will remain in place until Friday 3rd April, when they will be reviewed, or until we 

receive further government guidance. 

 

The guidance stresses the importance of personal hygiene as the most effective means of tackling the 

coronavirus. We will continue to advise students about the need for handwashing with soap and water for at 

least twenty seconds and ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’.  

 

Once again, can I thank you for your continued support and assure you that we will do everything we can to 

keep any disruption to your children’s education to a minimum. 

 

Yours sincerely  

 

 
 

Mrs J Wilson 

Principal 


