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Dear Parents, Carers and Friends of  
Astrea Academy Dearne, 
 

Welcome to our bumper Christmas Newsletter. 
We have had an exciting first term crammed 
with lots of brilliant experiences and successes.  
I would love to hear from you if you would like 
to get involved in any area of our school work.    
I really hope you enjoy the newsletter and wish 
you and your loved ones a very Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year.  
 

        
 

Principal 

 

Merry Christmas 
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Over 65 amazing young people attended the audition session for our 2020 

pantomime ‘Peter Pan.  

Wednesday 5th & Thursday 6th February. 
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Who runs the world? Girls! - Beyoncé  

We have launched our girls’ progress and well-being group this term to much 

success. Our girls have been exploring appearance ideals, media manipulation and 

dangers of online social media.  

We have been using the Dove Self Esteem Project resources and have signed up to 

raise funds for an international charity for girls! Follow us on Twitter 

@DearneGirls2019. For parent resources on self esteem check out:  

https://www.dove.com/uk/dove-self-esteem-project.html 

Have a lovely festive break! 

Miss Conway, Mrs Cherry and all of your mentors!  

https://www.dove.com/uk/dove-self-esteem-project.html
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Boys’ Wellbeing Group 

The Y8 and Y9 Boys' wellbeing group meet weekly to take part in challenges and 
activities organised by teacher mentors. So far this term boys in Y8 and Y9 have: 

 Taken part in a workshop on personal hygiene 

 Taken part in a workshop for firework safety(Y8) 

 Cooked a meal 

 Learned how to iron 

 Learned about drones and future job opportunities 

 Taken part in an ICT course 

 Taken part in a drum and guitar workshop. 

Many activities are planned for the Spring term. Any boys who have not taken part 
yet who would like to, need to see Mr Kirk in the first instance. 

Many thanks to all teacher mentors who have given up their time to engage with 
their groups. 
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Diana Award Delivers Stop Hate Training 

The brilliant Diana Award delivered  powerful SELMA Stop Hate training to pupils 
this term. The training included understanding the issue of online hate speech, 
group discussion and training on how to safely be an up stander when confronted 
with online hate speech.  

We are really happy to announce that we have been chosen as Diana Award        
Anti-Bullying Ambassador School of the Month for November 2019. 

Below is an extract from our congratulations email; “This is a fantastic achievement 
as you have been chosen out of a pool of over 1000 active Anti-Bullying 

Ambassador schools/ colleges! I was so impressed with your amazing Wellbeing 
focused actions from your recent badge application and all of the incredible work 
that you’ve been doing with them over the last months and years. You have really 

hit the ground running and the amount of work you’ve done is amazing.” 

 

This month we are published in The Diana Award’s national newsletter as             
Anti-Bullying Ambassador School of the Month. This is a great achievement for all 

involved and testament to the hard work of our ambassadors. 

In November Astrea Academy Dearne was featured at the Showcase Cinema in 

Sheffield at a National event, after being the first school in Barnsley to hold the 

powerful CEASE programme organised by Remedi. Pupils attended workshops 

around recognising signs of domestic abuse in relationships and participated in 

feedback on the importance of what they had learnt.  
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The Knowledge Centre opened to students and staff in September 2019. This    
multi-functional area is located on the ground floor within the Communication 
Faculty demonstrating how independent learning and reading are given a high 
profile at Astrea Academy Dearne. Easily accessible and offering a spacious, well 
equipped layout with study tables, comfortable seating and a classroom area with 
digital screen this is a space which is designed to support whole school learning and 
teaching.  

Accelerated Reader 

The school has invested in Accelerated Reader, a proven reading program to help 
progress pupils’ literacy levels. Pupils in Year7  and Year 8 are reading regularly and 
participating in Accelerated Reading Quizes to further their skills. Pupils are aiming 
to be Star Readers and have become quite competitive to see who will top the 
charts for most words read, currently  Mrs Dowling’s 8s Orwell are leading the  
word count . 

 

8s Orwell 2,335,689 words read. Well done! 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwid6dKk5K3mAhXDx4UKHU9IAMMQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.browardschools.com%2FPage%2F25042&psig=AOvVaw1ifOaqXeq9QQ8qgw7ERdE8&ust=1576160157740375
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Pupils are actively taking part in all aspects of the Duke of Edinburgh Award led by a 
team of  enthusiastic staff led by Mrs H Parkin -  DofE Centre Manager. 

Duke of Edinburgh Award pupils have 
been working towards their Silver Award 
Training culminating in a challenging three 
day expedition in the Peak District.  

In October  a group of pupils 
completed three challenging  
expedition days in the Peak 
District to successfully pass 
their Silver Award Expedition 
Assessment.   

Y11 pupils taking part in our DofE 

Graduate Program gave up three 

days of their own time to assist and 

support the pupils in their Silver 

Expedition assessment. 



Lest We Forget 
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Remembrance Day 
 

The pupils and staff at Astrea Academy Dearne produced an incredible art installation 

for Remembrance Day. Making a spectacular visual impact in the main school 

entrance the display with sound effects was used to support our young historians 

learn about The Blitz. 

As a backdrop for the Remembrance Service the display created a powerful 

atmosphere to the service and left those who gathered to remember in awe.  
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Combined Cadet Force 

In October 2019 Astrea Academy Dearne  cadets  participated in a national 
competition to win a ceremonial flag for the  school. The public were asked to 
nominate  a group they thought would benefit and value a customised flag.          
The cadets were overwhelming winners and were invited to  Newton Flags to be 
presented with the flag. This was a proud day for Astrea Academy Dearne 

Interested in Joining? Or want more 
information of what we do. Speak to  
Miss Mather, Miss Lynch or Mr Guy. 

On Monday 25th November cadets from Dearne CCF went with 2Lt Guy to Bolton 

upon Dearne cemetery to pay their respects to the servicemen and women buried 

there.  Poppy crosses were laid at the graves and a wreath placed at the 

memorial.   A local man, who was a National Service veteran, stopped to talk to the 

cadets and then joined them for a minute silence at the memorial. 
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Careers Corner! 

Parents, Carers and Friends of Astrea Academy Dearne: We Need You! 

Mrs Carruthers is the Careers Leader here at Astrea Academy Dearne. She is 
interested in working with interested Parents and Carers from any Year group 
around the career programme here at school. She is always on the lookout for 
Parents and Carers in employment to become involved with the school. Can you 
offer a work experience placement? Would you be interested in joining our mock 
interview day as an employer?  Can you give just 1 hour a year to inspire some of 
our young people by telling them what you do?  Do you have any ideas how we can 
make our employability offer to our young people even better?  Then PLEASE 
contact Mrs Carruthers at school. She would love to speak with you about it and 
give more information. 

It's official! They're Brilliant! 

Some Year 10 students are working hard on 

their 'Brilliant Club' programme to complete 

their 2000 word assignment after being taught 

by a PhD student about whether life exists      

anywhere else in the Universe.  Here they are at 

the launch trip at Leeds University. We can't 

wait to celebrate with them for graduation after 

all their hard work! 

Look to the future! It's only just begun! 

Year 11 began their year being introduced to 
the scores of opportunities that they can 
apply to after leaving Astrea Academy Dearne.  
Mrs Carruthers would advise all Y11's who still 
haven't visited Post 16 providers, to do so 
after Christmas. Come and find her for a list of 
all the open days still left. 
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We are proud of all the Discover US students 

accessing The University of Sheffield over their 

3 year programme in Year 9, 10 and 11.  

Pictured here are the Year 10 group after a day 

of learning about Biology, Law, Medicine and 

Engineering and learning about candy floss! 

We were thrilled to receive the Silver Award as 

a school that champions the National Citizen 

Service for Year 11 leavers.  We would 

encourage existing Y11 students to sign up to  

www.wearencs.com and get ready for one of 

the best experiences of your life!  School are 

very willing to help out with costs for NCS if 

anyone is struggling. Please speak to             

Mrs Carruthers in confidence. 

CSGT Mike Beaton led the Royal Marines and The 
Royal Navy in an outstanding and enjoyable 
presentation for our Y10 & 11 students. Using food to 
tell and inspire, he highlighted the importance of 
nutrition, healthy diet and exercise. The focus wasn't 
just on joining the Armed Forces but about 
developing determination for whatever students 
choose to do in the future, he spoke about his 
experiences in the Royal Marines giving an insight 
into a career in the Armed Forces. 

Oh, and before they go and do it all, they are now 
equipped to make a healthy breakfast to fuel their 
engines! 

Discover University! Discover US! 

Commando Chef -  Royal Navy & Royal Marines Presentation 

Be Somebody! Have a story! 
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Academia students have been studying Charlotte Bronte’s Jane Eyre 

culminating in a visit to Haworth and the Bronte Parsonage 

Exploring the museum 

Having a great time in 

Haworth at the Bronte 

Parsonage Museum 

with Y7 and Y8. 

Enjoying a chilly walk 
on the moors, exploring 
the landscapes that    
inspired the Brontes’ 
writing  

Miss Faulkener said ‘Proudest moment of the day 

was being told that our Academia students were 

answering questions about Jane Eyre that A Level 

students often can’t answer. 



Christmas Bake Off 

15 

Charity Great Christmas Bake Off 
Winner 

 

We received 16 entries for our Christmas Bake Off. We raised £80.55 which has 

been split between the House charities. 1st place - Katie Clegg, 2nd place - Lacey 

Carr, 3rd place - Mrs McDougall, 4th place - Mr Spiby and 5th place - Connor Fleet. 

Congratulations and thank you to all for taking part. 

Community Newsletter 

1st 



 

Battlefield Visit 

16 Community Newsletter 

 

 

Astrea Academy Dearne           
Goldthorpe Road           Tel: 01709 892211 
Goldthorpe            Tel: 01709 892565 
Rotherham             
S63 9EW                           Email: Info@thedearnealc.org 
 

https://twitter.com/@AstreaDearne 

School Website: https://www.astreadearne.org 

Contact Us 

 

Dates for your diary 

Back to School - Monday 6th January 

      Y9 Parents’ Evening - Tuesday 21st January 

Y8 Parents’ Evening - Thursday 5th March 

       Y7 Parents’ Evening - Wednesday 25th March 

Four Year 10 girls had the privilege of visiting a number of battlefield memorials, 

museums and cemeteries in Belgium and France this term. Accompanied by Miss 

Oxer and  Miss Crawford they attended the Last Post ceremony at the Menin Gate 

Memorial in Ypres, where a tribute is played to the courageous fallen of the First 

World War.  

https://twitter.com/@AstreaDearne
https://www.thedearnealc.org

