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Working towards the future!
We were extremely proud to celebrate the
amazing stories of hard work, success and
resilience after Year 10’s two week work
experience. Students fed back that as a
result of work experience they have
developed their communication skills and
hugely developed in confidence. We are
very grateful to all the employers who gave
our young people a chance in the
workplace. Well done Year 10!

Dear Parents/Carers
It is with enormous pride that I am able to share with you the fabulous experiences we have
had in school during the last few months. It has certainly been a rollercoaster of a ride this
year and I hope that you see from everything that we have been involved in our school that
we have made some really exciting memories for our children, teachers and hopefully you!
Please have a fantastic holiday and enjoy spending time as a family in what I hope will be
glorious sunshine.
Yours sincerely
Mrs Joanne Wilson
Principal
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Y6 Transition
The rationale behind this year’s transition was to make the area in which we live
and the community we serve a better place. With this in mind, transition had the
overall focus of raising awareness of the changes we can make to our daily lives,
and the impacts of our choices and daily behaviour; raising the aspirations of
students through developing their knowledge, skills and characters ‘through
community and project based learning. The intention was to make an impact locally
through nurturing skills and character traits that will serve them in a wider context
out of school in their futures’. Students have worked with the Dearne Local Area
Team to support in the development of the Goldthorpe Embankment throughout
this project alongside learning about the environment in which we live and human
impact upon it across all subject areas.
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Y6 Transition

Y6 students have been exemplary throughout and we are incredibly proud of their
contributions to this project. We look forward to welcoming them back as Y7 in September!
#PolarisProjectDearne2019
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Prom

We celebrated our Prom on Thursday 4th July. We had a wonderful evening at Tankersley
Manor where all students enjoyed their final evening as a great year group. Both staff and
students danced the night away, a fabulous evening was had by all!

1st
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Year 8 Football Team

A huge thank you and congratulations to the year 8 football team
for being so committed throughout the year and a joy to coach.
You have done the school proud!

Combined Cadet Force

The Astrea Academy Dearne CCF have been very busy this year. On top of learning basic drill
and military knowledge, cadets have had the opportunity to learn map reading and compass
skills, build shelters and learn camp craft and field cooking, understand the basics behind
section attacks, and learn the different parts of the cadet rifle. It has been a busy year and we
are hoping to move onto bigger and better things next year.
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Hornsea

On Tuesday 13th November, 40 year 8 students ventured to Hornsea to study coastal erosion on
the east coast of Yorkshire as they had been studying this particular area of the coast.
They all had a booklet to complete ranging from annotating photographs to completing a land
survey map ( all G.C.S.E based skills).
During the morning, they were split into groups and had to study the types of sea defenses and
suggest which they thought would protect the coast from erosion and complete their land
survey. In the afternoon, they visited Mappleton as it's not protected from sea defenses and is
the fastest eroding coastline in Europe.
They thoroughly enjoyed their trip, especially the fish and chips and ice cream in the freezing
weather!
All were impeccably behaved, we could not have been any prouder of them.
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House Events
Here is a picture of Miss Green with
the 2019-20 House Captains.
They have worked hard to plan and
organise their own events during
house week as well as encourage and
promote participation.

Here are some images from our house competitions this year. All faculties in school have run
their own events which have been very successful. There has been over 800 different participants this year during house competitions with more still to come.

Miss Green would like to say a huge thank you to all of the students who have taken part in
house activities this year. There have been lots of different activities taking place across school,
including competitions as well as events to raise money for our house charities.
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House Results
The overall house results for this year are as follows:
Staff Events Student Events Approach to learning Homework Attendance Charity Sports Day Overall Total
Pegasus

5860

32843

17744

1081

4350

400

25300

87578

Griffin

12871

37374

18216

1286

5500

1000

32100

108347

Phoenix
Titans
Sphinx

10952
12812
22201

41084
39300
41485

20833
20124
17444

1104
1125
1120

4950
4500
6000

500
200
300

26500
24300
26500

105923
102361
115050
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Duke of Edinburgh Award

This year has seen Astrea Academy Dearne’s first ever Silver Duke of Edinburgh Awards
completed! It has been a very exciting year packed with expeditions to the Peak District, weekly
volunteering activities, new skills learnt and physical abilities strengthened. The Silver Award
has challenged and stretched our students beyond measure and we are over the moon to say
that they have completed their awards.
In January this year, a brilliant group of students accepted the challenge of completing their
Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award. Again the students have learnt new skills, taken part in
weekly physical activities and volunteered within their communities. To complete their award,
the students have taken part in navigation training, equipment evenings, a tough practice
expedition and an epic assessed expedition. We are really proud of all the students that have
worked so hard to pass their award. Congratulations!
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Barcelona

This May, our Y7 and Y8 students had the opportunity to visit Barcelona and were true
examples of resilience and a can do attitude from ordering food in Spanish to climbing up to
Parc Guell, they did it all with a smile on their faces! They made their MFL teachers proud and
loved putting their skills to good use! We can't wait for our next adventure!
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Careers
Working with Employers
Some of our Y7 and 8 students were lucky enough to work with Dell and
The Transformation Trust at Sheffield Hallam University. This day of
linking ICT with careers really challenged our students to develop their
creative, thinking and teamwork skills. This hugely fun day also resulted
in students using the latest VR Technology to power their ideas.
Can she do it? Yes She Can!
Our Y9, She Can students, are about to graduate from
their year long programme with HEPPSY+. Over the
programme, the students have had the opportunity to
develop their confidence and have taken part in a whole
host of incredible experiences. To celebrate, they
concluded the programme with a visit to London meeting
students at Urdang Academy and finishing it off by taking
in a West End musical! Well done girls!

Destination Education!!
A group of year 10 Art students collaborated with
Cosmic Monocle, (an animation company) to
produce an animation about education pathways.
This project saw them liaise with employers, get
involved in script writing and story boarding as well
as using some incredible animation techniques and
equipment. The link between curriculum and
careers is really coming to life. We are very proud of
the work that our students have achieved with
Cosmic Monocle. You can find the full animation on
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1pz-VQ5K_PE
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New York
In February half term, 23 year 8, 9 and 10 students had a once in a lifetime trip to New York for a
fun-filled, memory making but very cold five days.
In order to enhance our students’ extra-curricular experiences, we offered students the opportunity to
go to NYC and experience some of the fantastic things it has to offer.
On our first day in the city, we spent the morning exploring Manhattan. We walked miles along the
streets and avenues that we have seen so many times on the TV, looking up at the concrete jungle
surrounding us. We then proceeded into the famous Central Park, where we ticked off a major bucket
list goal by ice skating with the backdrop of the city skyline behind us. It was a ‘pinch me’ moment for so
many of us; with the added bonus of no injuries and everyone enjoying the best loaded fries imaginable.
Students got to enjoy a variety of meals in the heart of the bustling Times Square such as Hard Rock
Café, Bubba Gump and Planet Hollywood as well as experiencing all of the main attractions Manhattan
had to offer. One evening, we enjoyed Broadway’s production of ‘Wicked’ at the Gershwin Theatre.
Students and staff alike were astounded at the talent on stage, the fantastically magical set; special
effects design and of course for many of the students and staff to have their first Broadway experience.
As staff, we felt very privileged to be able to give our students this opportunity and extremely humbled
at sharing this memory with them.

Tuesday was our coldest and busiest day, we ventured out of Manhattan, Downtown, to get the Staten
Island ferry over to the Statue of Liberty. We had plenty of ‘selfie’ opportunities before making our way
to the Financial District for a moving, humbling and emotional afternoon visiting the 9/11 memorial site
and museum. The visit sparked a lot of conversation between our students which we were privileged to
witness. We were in need of some light relief after our day, so spent the rest of the afternoon shopping
in the fashion capital of the world, where our girls cleared Macey’s out of makeup! The evening
followed with a journey to the height of the Empire State where saw the lights of the city from above.
As if this wasn’t enough, we finished our trip with ascending to a sunny Top of the Rock, where we got
to see the place we had made so many memories, from above, but by day.
The whole trip was a fantastic experience for all involved and all three staff who attended the trip were
beyond proud of our students!
We were also extremely impressed at how our students conducted themselves during our visit they
were a pleasure to take and it was an honour to experience this with them.
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Athena
Congratulations to this year's Athena Graduates!
Well done to Ennio Mocircioiu, Natasha Jones, Jake Hamer, Chantelle Clarkson, Daniel Foster,
Chris Green and Molly Simmons who are the first graduates from our brand new Athena
curriculum - which is now a nationally recognized 'Area of Excellence'. They have all worked
incredibly hard, showing determination and resilience, as well as a commitment to working
positively with their peers. With such tremendous progress made this year, they were each
awarded the golden Athena owl to mark their achievement. We wish them all the best of
success as they join mainstream in September.

Choir
'Young Voices' have been very busy since
their visit to the area in January. We have
been out in the community singing at the
'Unity Club' in Goldthorpe and the 'Legion
Club' in Bolton. We have sung and served
food to the elderly residents which has
proved to be really successful. 'Young
Voices' now has 35 members and we are
looking forward to welcoming new
students next academic year.
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Year 11 Religion & Ethics Trip
Year 11 Religion and Ethics Trip to Leeds Minster
In November 2018, 10 year 11 GCSE Religion and Ethics students attended a Schools Question
Time Conference run by the University of Leeds. The event allowed students to get involved in
debating the big social, philosophical and religious issues of the day and question a diverse
panel of invited guests on issues of current affairs, ethics and religion, in the style of the popular
BBC show. The panel included Dr Rachel Muers (Panel Chair) Senior Lecturer in Christian Studies
in the School of Philosophy, Religion and History of Science at the University of Leeds, Hilary
Benn MP British Labour Party politician and MP for Leeds Central and Tom Chigbo Senior
Community Organiser at Leeds Citizens, Tom studied Geography at the University of Cambridge
where he was the first black President of the Students’ Union. On graduation, he received the St
John's College Larmor Award, was recognised by Rare Rising Stars as the UK's number one black
student and named in the Power List of Britain's 100 most influential black people.
Schools were invited to submit questions in advance for the discussion. The format involved
responses from the panellists to each question, followed by a more open discussion where
comments were taken from the floor. Questions relating to current affairs, ethics and religion
were all covered and provoked a lively discussion!
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Sheffield Buddhist Centre Visit Year 9

Year 9 Visit from Sheffield Buddhist Centre
Sheffield Buddhist Centre joined us again this year to introduce our year 9 GCSE students to the
Buddhist faith. The afternoon included a discussion of how the faith began using Buddhist art;
introducing the Three Jewels and their importance to Buddhists; an interactive workshop
involving students handling genuine artefacts and finally a stilling exercise where students were
given the opportunity to try some breathing exercises sometimes used during meditation.
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Humanities House Event
The Humanities team's house event this
year was 'Water Pong'. This event
proved to be really popular with pupils
queing up to have several goes in an
attempt to beat their own score and to
try and become the Ultimate Champion
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Whole School Sports Day

We started the opening ceremony with all students
with their house banners. The competitors were
wished all the best and Molly Calladine and Maddison
Blaydes sang ‘Don’t Stop Believing’ by Journey.

School sports day took place on Tuesday 9th July with
all students taking part in at least 2 sports. The sports
performed were football, rounders, table tennis,
dodgeball, benchball, netball and rugby.
Form tutors selected several members of their tutor
group to then perform in the athletics events during
the afternoon.
The day finished with a staff 4X100m race. There were
some superb performances throughout the day which
resulted in Griffin being clear winners.
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Whole School Sports Day
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Summer Bake Off

Eight more budding Mary Berrys submitted their summer baking masterpieces for the annual
Great Dearne Bake Off. We raised over £50 for our House Charities. The top 5 were as follows:
1. Susan Linstead (1000 House Points)
2. Louise hardman (500 House Points)
3. Joanne Wilson and Pauline MacDougall (400 House Points)
4. Mike Spiby (300 House Points)
5. The Childs (200 House Points)
All entrants were awarded 50 House Points for their tireless efforts.
Another delicious House Event! Yum Yum!
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Princes Trust Mosaic
Princes Trust Mosaic Enterprise challenge-

3rd

The Mosaic Enterprise Challenge is a competition designed to increase young people’s
understanding of business concepts and how they can apply them. Interaction with mentors
helps build the students’ confidence, employability and self-efficacy.
Our students took part in a competition launch day in which 40 students met with mentors and
ran an interactive business. The students then continued to learn about establishing and
1st
running a business through a business simulation game for two weeks in their own time.
One of our groups, was one of the five best performing teams in the region, and went on to
compete to receive a coveted place in the prestigious National Final. The girls; Madison Garner,
Chloe Jones, Kacey Ratcliffe and Mia Etherington then spent weeks developing their business
concepts before pitching this to an expert panel of judges2nd
and business leaders.

Upcoming dates / dates for your diary
Inset Day - 2nd September (School Closed)
Inset Day - 3rd September (School Closed)
School Photographer - 10th September
Sport Awards Evening - 19th September
Inset Day - 4th October (School Closed)
The Dearne ALC
Goldthorpe Road
Goldthorpe
Rotherham
S63 9EW

Contact Us
Tel: 01709 892211
Tel: 01709 892565
Email: Info@thedearnealc.org
https://twitter.com/@AstreaDearne
School Website: https://www.astreadearne.org
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