
 

  

 

 

12th September 2019  

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

 

Welcome to a new academic year at Astrea Academy Dearne.  I hope you all had a fabulous 

summer break; it has been lovely listening to many of the children describe how they enjoyed 

spending time with their families and friends, even if the weather was not quite what we 

would have liked! 

 

At the end of last year, the academy underwent an inspection and I am proud to announce 

that Astrea Academy Dearne has been rated as GOOD by Challenge Partners, a nationally 

recognised professional organisation trained in reviewing and assessing educational 

performance. I am delighted that we were rated as GOOD for School Improvement Strategies, 

GOOD for Outcomes for Pupils, GOOD for the Quality of Teaching, Learning and Assessment 

and have been accredited nationally as an Area of EXCELLENCE for our specialised SEN 

provision: Athena. 

 

The report recognises ‘there has been a significant change in the culture and ethos of the 

school’ and that there is ‘genuine pride’ shown by students, teachers and ‘committed and 

talented senior and middle leadership teams’ who ‘share a passion for the school’s success, 

characterised by a relentless positivity’ and ‘staff who are committed to the community.’   

 

A significant part of our work during the last few years has been on improving teaching, and 

on creating positive attitudes to learning.  This was clearly seen by the review team who were 

impressed by ‘high expectations of pupils’ and how ‘pupils behave well in lessons and are 

motivated and keen to learn, demonstrating positive attitudes in class, built on very respectful 

relationships between staff and pupils and between pupils themselves’.  The team were 

particularly impressed by the presentation of children’s work, commenting that pupils ‘show a 

pride in their work.’ 

 

As a Principal who has loved working with many different groups in our community during 

the last year, my proudest moment has been recognised in this report when a child, who was 

asked to sum up what the academy meant to them, without hesitation, stated: ‘equality’. 

 

Schools are only successful when they work collaboratively with parents, carers and the 

community.  I want to thank you for the enormous support we receive from many families; it 

is creating strong relationships that makes the difference and allows our children to achieve 

their potential. 

 

Please find attached an electronic copy of the report and I hope you enjoy reading it! 

 

Best wishes 

 

 
Mrs Joanne Wilson 

Principal  


