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Measuring Impact 
 
The Dearne ALC was inspected by OFSTED in December 2016 and a review of Pupil 
Premium spending was requested. An external review was undertaken and from 
this a new Pupil Premium Spending plan and new strategies were put in place. 
Improvements were noted in the 2016-2017 academic year. 
 
The Pupil Premium spending plan for 2017-18 identified TWO key areas of focus. 
These were: 
 

 Improve the attendance of PP pupils and narrow the attendance gap to their 
Non-PP peers 

 To narrow the progress gap between PP pupils and their Non-PP peers 
 
Our ‘desired outcomes’ focused on: 
 

 To narrow the attainment and progress gaps of PP pupils v their peers 

 To improve the attainment and progress of Mid/High PA PP pupils 

 To improve the attendance of PP pupils 

 To continue to provide wrap around care and support for PP pupils 
 
Exam Results 2018 (unvalidated) 
 
Attainment 8  
 

 2015-2016 2016-2017 2016-2017 
Difference 

2017-2018 2017-2018 
Difference 

All 37.43 39.3 +1.87 39.4 +0.1 

Other 41.86 43.4 +1.54 41.9 -1.5 

Pupil Premium 33.54 34.4 +0.86 36.6 +2.2 

Gap PP v other +8.32 +9.0 +0.68 +5.3 -3.7 

 
Progress 8 
 

 2015-2016 2016-2017 2016-2017 
Difference 

2017-2018 2017-2018 
Difference 

All -0.3 -0.3 0 -0.2 -0.1 

Other -0.2 -0.1 -0.1 -0.2 +0.1 

Pupil Premium -0.5 -0.6 +0.1 -0.2 -0.4 

Gap PP v other -0.3 -0.5 +0.2 0.0 -0.5 

 
 
 
 
 
 



English attainment 
 

 2015-2016 2016-2017 2016-2017 
Difference 

2017-2018 2017-2018 
Difference 

All 7.67 9.02 +1.35 8.73 -0.29 

Other 8.22 9.84 +1.62 9.27 -0.57 

Pupil Premium 7.19 8.02 +0.83 8.14 +0.12 

Gap PP v other +1.03 +1.82 +0.79 +1.13 -0.69 

 
Maths attainment 
 

 2015-2016 2016-2017 2016-2017 
Difference 

2017-2018 2017-2018 
Difference 

All 8.30 8.10 -0.20 8.38 +0.28 

Other 9.26 9.00 -0.26 9.01 +0.01 

Pupil Premium 7.45 7.02 -0.43 7.69 +0.67 

Gap PP v other +1.81 +1.98 +0.17 +1.32 -0.66 

 
 
Open attainment 
 

 2015-2016 2016-2017 2016-2017 
Difference 

2017-2018 2017-2018 
Difference 

All 12.61 13.29 +0.68 12.02 -1.27 

Other 14.27 14.31 -0.04 12.45 -1.86 

Pupil Premium 11.15 12.08 +0.93 11.54 -0.54 

Gap PP v other +3.12 +2.23 -0.89 +0.91 -1.32 

 
 
Basics 4+  
 

 2015-2016 2016-2017 2016-2017 
Difference 

2017-2018 2017-2018 
Difference 

All 53.2% 54.6% +1.4% 59.6% +5.0% 

Other 64.4% 63.7% -0.7 68.8% +5.1% 

Pupil Premium 43.4% 43.6% +0.2% 49.4% +5.8% 

Gap PP v other 21% 20.1% -0.9% 19.4% -0.7% 

 
Basics 5+ 
 

 2015-2016 2016-2017 2016-2017 
Difference 

2017-2018 2017-2018 
Difference 

All 17.2% 36.2% +19% 33.7% -2.5% 

Other 18.4% 46% +27.6% 41.9% -4.1% 

Pupil Premium 16.2% 24.5% +8.3% 24.7% +0.2% 

Gap PP v other 2.2% 21.5% +19.3% 17.2% -4.3% 



Attainment and Progress of Mid/High PP pupils 
 

 A8 2016-
17 

A8 
2017-
2018 

Difference P8 2016-
2017 

P8 2017-
2018 

Difference 

Mid  35.0 36.1 +1.1 -0.56 -0.32 +0.24 

High 45.8 49.7 +3.9 -0.39 -0.50 -0.11 

 
 
Attendance data  
 

 Other 
2016-
17 

PP 2016-
17 

Gap Other 
2017-
18 

PP 
2017-
18 

Gap change Yr by 
Yr 

Year 7 95.80% 92.57% +3.23% 96.25% 92.70% +3.55% +0.32  

Year 8 94.33% 92.44% +1.89% 95.87% 91.94% +3.93% +2.04 +0.7 

Year 9 94.96% 92.03% +2.93% 94.30% 91.92% +2.38% -0.55 +0.47 

Year 10 94.98% 90.43% +4.53% 94.16% 92.11% +2.05% -2.48 -0.88 

Year 11 95.90% 91.23% +4.67% 95.89% 92.42% +3.47% -1.27 -1.06 

All 95.26% 91.81% +3.45% 95.31% 92.25% +3.06% -0.39  

 
 
Review 
 
Desired outcome – Narrow the attainment and progress gaps of PP pupils v their 
peers 
 
Key area of focus – Narrow the progress gaps of PP pupils vs their peers 
 
As can be seen from the results we have had a significant impact on the progress 
of PP pupils. The Progress gap has now disappeared. A -0.5 improvement on last 
year. This really is a superb achievement and testament to the way the school and 
our staff have implemented the PP plan. Further embedding GRIT and targeted 
interventions have contributed significantly. Since our last OFSTED inspection we 
have also improved the Progress of PP pupils by 0.3. We can say on the back of 
these results that the key area of focus for this year has been achieved. 
 
In terms of attainment PP pupils have again improved their attainment figure. 
Since our last OFSTED inspection it has increased by 3.06. In real terms this means 
that each disadvantaged student has improved 3 (of 10) subjects by a full grade 
when compared with students in 2016. The attainment gap between PP pupils and 
their peers has also narrowed this year by 3.7, again a measure of success for this 
year’s plan. However, it is prudent to note that the ‘Other’ group’s attainment 
figure has reduced contributing to this. 
 
Further success can be seen in English, maths and open attainment. Pupil Premium 
pupils have improved their outcomes in both English and maths and the attainment 
gap has been narrowed by 0.69 in English, 0.66 in maths and by 1.32 in the open 
basket. 



 
The number of PP pupils gaining Basics 4+ has risen this year by 5.8% and since our 
last OFSTED inspection this has increased by 6%. The gap to their peers in Basics 4+ 
has also narrowed by 0.7%. This is still an area to focus on though as the gap 
continues to be quite significant at 19.4%. 
 
A small increase in Basics 5+ of 0.2% was achieved and the gap has again narrowed 
by 4.3% but this again is down to ‘other’ pupils not performing as well. 
 
Desired outcome – Improve the attainment and progress of Mid/High PP pupils 
 
The A8 score of both Mid and High PP pupils has increased this academic year by 
+1.1 and +3.9 respectively and Mid pupils have improved their P8 score by +0.24. 
High pupils haven’t made as much progress across all their subjects compared to 
last year and now are half a grade worse off per subject. This is another key area 
that we will need to focus on moving forward. 
 
Desired outcome – Improve the attendance of PP pupils 
 
Key area of focus – Improve the attendance of PP pupils and to narrow the 
attendance gap to their peers 
 
A significant amount of the spending plan was attributed to this outcome and it is 
pleasing to report that it has been achieved. The attendance of PP pupils last 
academic increased by 0.44%. Considering that there are 50% of the population 
that are PP, an increase of this nature in attendance indicates a real success. This 
reflects the positive impact the new attendance strategy had on our PP pupils and 
how the co-ordination of staff in a more strategic manner had real impact. 
Attendance needs to be a continued area of focus in next year’s plan to make 
further progress. 
 
The second part of the key focus area has also been successful. The attendance 
gap between PP pupils and their peers has also narrowed this year. The gap has 
been reduced by 0.39. This again is a superb achievement and reflective of the 
success of the strategy and hard work of staff. 
 
Our second key area of focus can also be classed as successful. 
 
Next steps 
 

 Attendance 

 Attainment gap 

 Persistent absence of PP pupils 

 Basics 4+ narrowing 

 Progress of High PA pupils 
 


