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Dear Parents and Carers 

I am particularly proud of this half-term's newsletter because of the huge range of activities 
our children can now get involved with.  Having completed the Duke of Edinburgh's Award 
myself at school I know the value of this award in developing character in young people and, 
besides that it is great fun, so well done to everyone who took part!  The ski trip and the 
Shakespeare performance were also great extra curricular events which add so much to the 
opportunities our children can undertake.  And what brilliant staff for giving up their time to 
take them.  

The careers work we do at this school is truly outstanding and preparing children for their 
next steps in life is so important to us.  Fabulous to see such engagement from employers 
and our students. 

I hope the sun shines at spring bank and you have a wonderful break.  

               Kind regards 

          

 

On the 12th and 13th of May a group of fantastic Y9 
Bronze Duke of Edinburgh students embarked on 
their first overnight camping expedition to the 
Peak District. The students caught the train from 
Bolton Upon Dearne to Hope where they began 
their adventure. The students divided into 3 
navigational groups and worked well in their little 
teams to summit Hollins Cross. Hollins Cross is a 
famous point upon a ridgeline high above the 
Hope Valley. What an achievement! The groups 
camped out in the beautiful Edale campsite, 
cooking their own food and constructing their own 
camp. Some of the children worked together and cooked a ‘Sunday dinner’. The following day 
the groups packed up and made the scenic return journey to Hope train station. Well done to 
those involved, roll on the next expedition in June!  



Ski Trip 
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The first week of the Easter holiday saw 44 students and staff depart on the Dearne’s first 

inaugural ski trip to Claviere, Italy. The trip was a long time in the making; with students’ 

expressing an initial interest some 18 months prior to going. To this extent, huge thanks must go 

to all families and support staff who contributed towards the organisation of the trip, it really 

was a team effort! 

The majority of students attending the trip also came on a pre-tour lesson to Xscape, Castleford. 

This aside, the vast majority had no prior experience skiing, and the manner in which they 

applied themselves over the course of the first day and the rest of the week was an absolute 

credit to both their families, school and community. All students displayed a great deal of: 

resilience, empathy and leadership that will stand them in great stead in future years, both in 

and out of the classroom. 

The week was not without its challenges, both on and off the slopes, and I could not be prouder 

of the manner in which our students conducted themselves. It was noted by both the Equity 

staff and ski instructors that our students were ‘a privilege to work with’ and that they were 

‘extremely tough’. As a teacher at the school, I am very familiar with the greatness of our 

students, but it is important to recognise, on a frequent basis, just how great they are. All in all, 

a very successful trip was had by all -  go team Dearne! 



Shakespeare Day 
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Over 400 years since the death of William Shakespeare, his work is still as relevant today as it 
was in the 16th century. Every year, National Shakespeare Day is celebrated on the 23rd of April. 
This year, students at The Dearne ALC did something very different, and very exciting. Students 
in years 9 and 10 had the opportunity to see a performance of one of Shakespeare’s most 
famous plays, Macbeth, performed by the Royal Shakespeare Company. On the 17th of April, the 
communications faculty took 138 students from years 9 and 10 to The Showroom Cinema in 
Sheffield to watch a screening of the play, streamed from the RSC theatre in Stratford-upon-
Avon. Not only was this a fantastic opportunity for students to become more familiar with one 
of their core texts for GCSE English Literature, but the experience of seeing an RSC production is 
one that both students and staff will remember. We took over an entire screen, ate a lot of 
popcorn, and ultimately, appreciated the work of Shakespeare as it was meant to be 
experienced: performed on the stage.  



Made in Barnsley 
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Made In Barnsley Y9 Ambassadors’ Construction Taster Day 

Y9 Ambassadors spent a day at the Skills Village in Barnsley to look at what is needed for a 
career in the Construction industry. They used team work and communication to build the Bailey 
bridge and we definitely have some budding managers based on this!! 

 

In the afternoon, the Ambassadors got to build themselves a wall and again they did us all proud! 
Based on some of the skills shown they are going to be boosting the construction industries 
workforce in the next few years. Well done Ambassadors!!!  



 

Careers 
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It’s been a busy half term for the Careers Faculty here at The Dearne ALC! 

The HEPPSY bus parked up at school for the day in order to show our Year 9 students more 

information about University life.  In addition to this, the Sheffield Hallam University Outreach 

team also visited to enable Y9 to think about the benefits that Uni can bring.   



Careers 
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1st 

History in the Making! 

For the first time ever at The Dearne ALC, 50 Year 8 students took part in a Work Shadowing 

Day.  This involved accompanying their parent/carer or family friend to work in order to find out 

about employability skills.  This has been a huge success and we’d like to thank parents/carers, 

the wider community and employers across the region for their involvement.  Reading Y8 

statements about the day on the benefits of team work, leadership, determination and 

qualifications has been fantastic.  We are very proud! 

Employability Skills 

For the rest of our Y8 students, a work skills day took place at school with guest speakers from 

the world of work taking part in a Careers Panel and Barclays Lifeskills delivering sessions on self 

awareness and overcoming challenges.  This incredibly motivational day has helped our Year 8 

students to understand more about employability skills in much more detail. 
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Graduation Day! 

Congratulations to some of our Year 9 and 10 students as they have graduated from their 

programme at The Brilliant Club.  These incredibly committed students have worked hard to 

complete a 2000 word essay which was then marked by a PhD Tutor and graded with University 

style marks with all students passing!  The graduation ceremony took place at The University of 

Sheffield and students were cheered on by school and their families.  What a way to celebrate 

such an achievement! 

Civil Engineering re-shaping Goldthorpe! 

A small group of budding Y8 civil engineers are currently working with the Engineering 

Development Trust and Volkerail to create a design in order to make Goldthorpe train station 

more user friendly. These potential project managers of the future will be entering the EDT’s 

competition in the Sheffield City Region this Summer and we wish them the best of luck in 

showcasing their final project design. 

CAN YOU HELP? 

Our Year 10 work experience is running from Monday 25th June until Friday 6th July 2018 and we 

are still looking for employers willing to take our students for this two week period.  If you can 

help or you know someone who can, we’d be really grateful if you would contact Mrs Carruthers 

at school. She will be delighted to give you some more information about work experience. 



 

Superheroes & Villains SEN Evening 
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The Dearne ALC             
Goldthorpe Road           Tel: 01709 892211 
Goldthorpe            Tel: 01709 892565 
Rotherham             
S63 9EW    Email: Info@thedearnealc.org 

https://twitter.com/@The_Dearne_ALC 
https://m.facebook.com/The-Dearne-ALC-663292117118467/ 

School Website: https://www.thedearnealc.org 

 

Contact Us 

Y7 Awards Evening - 18th June 

Y8 Awards Evening - 19th June 

Y9 Awards Evening - 25th June 

Y10 Awards Evening - 26th June 

Y10 Work Experience - 25th June -  6th July 

School Musical - 27th June 

School Prom - 5th July 

Sports Day - 11th July 

SLT Charity ’Great Summer Bake Off’ - 16th July 

Sports Awards Presentation Evening - 18th July 

Inset Day - 23rd July (School Closed) 

Upcoming dates / dates for your diary 

 

On Thursday 19th April, The SEN Faculty at the Dearne ALC were pleased to welcome Y6 pupils 
from surrounding Primary schools to visit and take part in a Superheroes and Villains themed 
event. This exclusive event was by invitation only, and meant that pupils with any additional 
needs, or those who would benefit from an additional visit to become familiar with the school, 
had the opportunity to meet the adults they will be working with - and their future peers - from 
September. LSAs, HLTAs, teachers and fellow Y7 pupils hosted a variety of unique activities - 
from Super Villain Chemistry to Heroic Mathematics, with everything arts-and-craftsy in 
between. Finally, the group enjoyed a special pizza feast, that they had all worked together to 
prepare. We very much look forward to welcoming our heroic Y6 back next half term for 
transition.  

https://www.thedearnealc.org

