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How early is Easter this year!? 
 

This academic year is flying by with so many great activities our young people 
can be involved with.   
 

I hope you enjoy this half term’s newsletter.  Yet again we have World Book Day 
photos for you to enjoy.  The Year 11 geographers have been out in force and 
you can see that we continue our commitment to young people to find positive 
and ambitious destinations through a wide range of careers advice 
opportunities.  Considering it has been such a short half term we really have 
packed it in! 
 

Please enjoy the newsletter and what our students and staff are doing. 
 

Wishing you a happy (and Holy) Easter. 
        Kindest regards  

House  Charity Week  

This  term saw the launch of the house charity week. Students  and staff worked 

together to run events that aimed to raise as much money for their house charities 

as possible. There were lots of events planned including: Mr Bagnall getting his  legs 

waxed, students throwing water buckets on their  teachers, bake sales and photo 

booths. Here are a selection  of images from Griffin  and Pegasus:  
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After lots of exciting World Book Day activities last year, the school had planned a whole 
host of events to celebrate World Book Day on the 1st March.  Yet, as you will no doubt 
be aware as you brush off your snow boots – again, the ‘Beast from the East’ prevented 
anything from happening on the day itself. Surely this marked the end of World Book 
Day for The Dearne ALC? 

Not a chance! This school wouldn’t really be put off book celebrations by a bit of snow!
In truth, we simply stored our costumes in readiness for World Book Day Attempt 2 on 
Monday 12th of March instead. 

During the day, staff went to tremendous lengths to be the best dressed faculty, and the 
students had the opportunity to #ShareAStory with their teachers throughout the day. 
This year’s sinister short story was ‘The Tell-tale Heart’ by Edgar Allan Poe. There was 
also the introduction of Dearnestagram a printed newsfeed of teachers’ favourite books 
to share – a great opportunity to encourage reading beyond World Book Day. 
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World Book Day was also the launch of The Book Nook, a break-out space in school where 
students can read our top 100 recommended reads and can see how far they can speed up 
the leaderboard – Mrs Moore is currently our leader having read 54 of our 100 books, so 
see if you can beat her!  

One final lasting initiative from World Book Day is the launch of our Reading Cloud: a 
virtual library space. As students will know, having received their logins, all of our library 
books are now available to reserve and review online. This great system has an interface 
you can customise and even recommends what you can read next based on authors you 
have enjoyed previously. With an app available to download and access via both apple and 
android systems, you can reserve your book for DEARNE time from the comfort of your 
own home! What are you waiting for? Get on it now! 

In all, (delayed) World Book Day was a fun-packed day for all – staff and students 
alike.  Students have a real opportunity going forward to make their reading extend 
beyond the excitement of the day, and I would like to encourage you to keep sharing your 
stories with @dearnelibrary. Happy reading! 
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After School Fixtures 

Lots of matches and tournaments were played this term including girls football, gymnastics, 

netball table tennis and boy’s football.   

Over February half term two of our Year 11 pupils represented 

their club and county respectively in International tournaments. 

Nicole Cutting travelled to the USA with the South Yorkshire Girls 

U16 football team, whilst, Connor Leak-Blunt took part in an 

International football tournament in Doha, Qatar with Leeds 

United Under 16s. As well as competing against other teams they 

are looking at the developments in Qatar for the 2022 World Cup. 

International Sports stars 

This term saw the launch of the Just Dance competition. Lots of students from KS3 and KS4 

played the Wii game before school, lunch time and after school to get their score on the leader 

board. Even the staff got involved. Mr Frith is currently leading alongside  Maddison Blaydes in 

KS3 and Miah Dobson in KS4.  
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The Dearne have been involved in lots of different activities marking National Careers Week 
this term.  We were lucky enough to have guest speakers from the world of work including a 
Neonatal Nurse and a Design Engineer inspiring our students in class.  In addition, we were 
joined by 25 employers to give every Year 10 student the opportunity to undertake a mock 
interview for a job.  Although we had 177 students who were extremely nervous, by the end 
of their experience we had 177 students who had increased in confidence and were more 
aware of the skills that they do have!  We are extremely grateful to those employers who 
joined us on that day. 

Can you help? 

Here at The Dearne ALC, we are always looking for external and employer involvement for our 
students.  If you would like to become involved with the Careers Faculty, we would be delighted 
to hear from you. From employer visits to offering work experience to giving a mock interview, 
there are many ways to be involved.  From a whole day to just one hour a year, if you would like 
to know more, please contact Mrs Carruthers at school. 



Made in Barnsley 
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1st 

Our Y9 Ambassadors spent the day experiencing the world of work at Naylor Construction at 

Cawthorne. They were given a tour of both the clay and plastics section, and were able to see 

the processes used to make the products Naylor supply all around the world. It was a really 

informative and interesting day that the Ambassadors really enjoyed and I think we have 

engineers of the future here at the Dearne ALC! 



 

Easter Bake Off 
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The Bake Off was a great success again with some wonderful entries 
inspired by Easter.  We had 19 entries, which is the most for some 
time.  Congratulations and huge thanks to everyone who entered this 
term’s competition!  The home baked delights were sold to students 
and staff at lunch time and over £120 was raised.  This time, half the 
money raised has gone to the winning entrant’s House charity and 
the other half has gone towards school fund activities.     



 

Y11 Geographers 
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The Dearne ALC             
Goldthorpe Road           Tel: 01709 892211 
Goldthorpe            Tel: 01709 892565 
Rotherham             
S63 9EW    Email: Info@thedearnealc.org 

https://twitter.com/@The_Dearne_ALC 
https://m.facebook.com/The-Dearne-ALC-663292117118467/ 

School Website: https://www.thedearnealc.org 

 

Contact Us 

Upcoming dates / dates for your diary 

 Y9 Sheffield Hallam Roadshow - 9th April 2018 

Y8 Work Shadowing Day - 11th April 2018 

Holocaust Memorial Day - 12th April 2018 

Superheroes & Villains SEN Evening Event - 19th April 

DofE Expedition - 20th & 21st April 2018 

Shakespeare Day - 23rd April 2018 

Y9 DTP & MEN injections - 23rd & 24th April 2018 

May Bank Holiday - 7th May 2018 

DofE Practice Expedition: Peak District - 12th & 13th May 2018 

As part of their Unit 3 Geographical Investigations examination preparation, Year 11 

Geographers completed human fieldwork at Park Hill Flats in Sheffield. This famous 

housing estate has grade II listed status and has recently been regenerated by 

Urban Splash. They were collecting data to compare the older, derelict area of Park 

Hill with the new, regenerated Park Hill. Data collection techniques included taking 

sketches of the old and new housing to compare their characteristics, completing a 

survey to record things such as how safe they felt in each area and how much litter 

there was. One student even conducted their own questionnaire, asking members 

of the public how they felt about the old and new flats at Park Hill! The students 

were very well behaved and enjoyed the morning.  Their experiences will be 

assessed in their June exam. 

https://www.thedearnealc.org

